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The Postcard Correspondence from Van Vechten to Priebe, 1946-1956 

 

The postcard backs can be viewed and searched within the digital collection; 
however, for those wishing to read through the correspondence as a single body 
of text, here we have arranged the transcriptions in chronological order. 

Only those backs that were clearly dated, either by Van Vechten or the 
postmark, have been included. At the bottom of each transcription is a unique 
Identifier (e.g., MUA_KJP_00263back) that corresponds to the image in the digital 
collection.  

 

 
[Postmarked 22 November 1946] 
Dear Karlo! Florine Stettheimer has left New York but maybe you can see her in Chicago. I hope 
you are coming the 26th. I send Lena Horne to welcome you! 4 hearts to you! 
Carlo 
Friday 
 
MUA_KJP_00263back 

 

 
[Postmarked 14 January 1947] 
Dear Karlo, Where have you been looking for Florine? Her pictures have been at the Chicago 
Arts Club since Jan 3 and will be there probably until Feb 1 when they go to San Francisco...My 
head by Gaston Lachaise in the Art Institute Chicago is coming east for the Lachaise show at 
YƴƻŜŘƭŜǊΩǎ. When do you come east? [three words illegible] to you! 
Carlo 
 
MUA_KJP_00483back 
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[Postmarked 23 January 1947] 
Dear Karlo. Of course I have pcs of Pearl, hundreds of 'em. Did you know she is singing in a 
Chicago night club? You won't see my Lachaise head at the Art Institute because Knoedlers are 
giving him a show here & have borrowed it. The installation & the lighting are out of this world 
wonderful!  
A very red rose to you! Carlo 
Jan 23 
 
MUA_KJP_00039back 

 

 
[Postmarked September 1947] 
Ella Fitzgerald must be somebody's sister, dear Karlo! 
 
MUA_KJP_00160back 

 
[Postmarked 6 September 1947] 
Here is Feral Benga for you, Karlo! 
Saturday 
 
MUA_KJP_00702back 

 
[Postmarked 15 September 1947] 
Feral Benga encore. Were the sandpipers and Sister Thorpe in the same church. It's 150 here 
too, but I am kept on ice all day. When are you joining us for tea? 
C 
Monday. 
 
MUA_KJP_00703back 

 
[Postmarked 17 September 1947] 
Dear Karlo, 
Thanks for came for harlequins. And for news of the Lady at the Bar. Of course I'll be at your 
opening! Will you? When is it? I have to go to Borneo for a week during the rainy season! Do 
you know I've never seen a plover's egg, let along tasted one. The lad on the card was a Savage. 
Here is a very perverse one of FB! Am I sending you too many cards? -- Wishbones and 4-leaf 
clovers to you! 
Carlo 
Wednesday 
 
MUA_KJP_00701back 
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[Postmarked 24 October 1947] 
Owen Dodson at the Stage Door Canteen. 
Dear Karlo,  
I can't begin to tell you how very much I appreciate the erasings on the cards. They form a 
fascinating collection[.] I wish I could send you 12 verbenas! 
Carlo 
 
MUA_KJP_00154back 

 

 
[Postmarked 30 October 1947] 
O dear. No pictures of La Sullivan immediately available and I am not working in the darkroom 
these days. But you will get them sometime. Here is Muriel Smith as Carmen Jones (last act!) 5 
wonderful illustrated cards from you today. What a Priebe Collection I have -- unequalled on 
any side of the Atlantic. No that card was not [name illegible] but I could not recall who. Send it 
for identification if you like. 
Love, Carlo 
It is not Benga with me, but Bill Robinson, please! 
Oct 30 
 
MUA_KJP_00678back 

 

 
[Postmarked 8 November 1947] 
Dear Karlo, 
I am really very provoked that you write me that Charley Sebree is your best friend. I had hoped 
I was! But your letter is truly marvellous and made me very happy indeed! Really what a warm 
work of art. & don't think it is possible for me to be disappointed with your show. 
Love, Carlo 
Friday 
 
MUA_KJP_00318back 

 

 
[Postmarked 14 November 1947] 
Dear Karlo 
Another beautiful bird came today[.] My aviary is the prettiest of them all. I photographed 
Charley North last night & also some living beauties which you will receive in due course. PTO is 
Earle Hyman playing Anna Lucasta in London[.] Pray for me. Carlo 
 
MUA_KJP_00272back 
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[Postmarked 19 November 1947] 
Dear Karlo, 
Don't you think Nellie Lutcher will be sorry she passed up her opportunity to be immortalized? 
This, of course, is Chippie. Nellie has gone, but Josephine Baker will soon be here. 
Love, Carlo 
Wednesday 
 
MUA_KJP_00582back 

 

 
[Postmarked 22 November 1947] 
Here Chippie looks like a comfortable housewife, a trifle too intellectual perhaps. The New birds 
are appreciated[.] I am sending you a copy of Red which I just found. 
Love, Carlo 
Saturday 
 
MUA_KJP_00581back 

 

 
[Postmarked 22 November 1947] 
Dear Karlo, 
I cannot remember about the brown hair and Earle himself is in London, but I will find out and 
let you know. You can bet. Heard Die Meistersinger last night. Not very well done. Hands across 
the States. 
Carlo 
Nov. 22 
 
MUA_KJP_00584back 

 

 
[Postmarked 26 November 1947] 
Dear Karlo, 
Don't apologize for having me and Killer Joe on your wall. We love it. We hope to appear there 
in Look, the Police Gazette, and The ART DIGEST! 
Love, Carlo 
Nov 25. 
Did you ever receive Marian Anderson? Red is on its way to you! 
 
MUA_KJP_00585back 
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[Postmarked 12 December 1947] 
Dear Karlo, 
This would be a somewhat younger Rex Ingram. The broadsheets, hand colored & signed, went 
to you yesterday. I think you will like these! Last night I heard & saw again (it was made in 1929) 
Bessie from this great film, The St. Louis Blues, in which she sings that epic! It is almost too 
moving. W.C. Handy was there & Jimmie Johnson who wrote the Charleston & so many others. 
-- Root beer to you and Lebkuchen! 
Carlo 
Thursday 
 
MUA_KJP_00596back 

 

 
[Postmarked 13 January 1948] 
Dear Karlo, 
We are having another blizzard probably because you have left us. So this is William 
Christopher Handy, with my love. 
Carlo 
January 13, 1948 
 
MUA_KJP_00195back 

 

 
[Postmarked 14 January 1948] 
Dear Karlo, 
I went to see your show again today and, being alone in the Gallery, could savor its charm more 
successfully. This time I located the "Carlo" and the "Valmouth" and the assistant for the 
Cardinal and many a heart, and diamond, thrilling electric connections between bird and heart 
and human, and such glamorous color. I had a good time, "alright then yourself"[.] Love, C 
We forgot to do something about Florence Foster Jenkins! 
MUA_KJP_00161back 
 

 
[Postmarked 2 February 1948] 
Dear Karlo 
Sacheverell Sitwell has written a book called The Hunters and the Hunted which, in perusing, I 
decided on the strength of pages 157 and seq. belongs to you. So, altho' it has my bookplate, I 
am giving it to you & it goes off (what a pretty phrase!) to you today. O dear, I wish you might 
see The Respectful Prostitute! It is wonderful. 
Love, Carlo 
 
MUA_KJP_00450back 
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[Postmarked 21 February 1948] 
Dear Karlo, I am in stitches because Seven B is the number of the apartment where Kcarlo plans 
to hang when he comes back from Macy. This is the first of the EW series to go to you then & is 
in Mamba's Daughters 
Love, C 
 
MUA_KJP_00452back 

 

 
[Postmarked 26 February 1948] 
Dear Karlo,  
Thanks for all the butterflies and hounds & ladies & gentlemen. I hope you'll lie the Kingdom of 
the birds & did you ever get the Yale Gazette? 
Love Carlo 
Thursday 
 
MUA_KJP_00468back 

 

 
[Postmarked 27 February 1948] 
Dear Karlo, 
The Cat is a masterpiece and the news that you are returning to New York very exciting! But 
why won't you tell me whether you got the Yale Gazette & The Covarrubias as Caricature? 
Love 
Carlo 
I can send you Ethels for weeks and weeks.  
and you don't mention The Kingdom of the Birds! But O what a cat!! 
Friday 
 
 
MUA_KJP_00481back 

 
[Postmarked 27 February 1948] 
Friday! 
Dear Karlo,  
I think I have all the Waters records, thank you, or rather Yule has - from me, and I never 
photographed Marianne Moore but would like to. I photographed Cedric Dover this week.  
Love, Carlo 
 
MUA_KJP_00456back 
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[Postmarked 29 February 1948] 
Dear Karlo, There's a big party on here, this sunny spring day. I wish you and Franko could be 
here too! 
Love Carlo 
Sunday 
Even the cards you don't draw all have interest & some of them are superb, Kcarlo not yet 
heard from Macy! 
 
MUA_KJP_00471back 

 

 
[Postmarked 1 March 1948] 
Dear Karlo, 
A beautiful color drawing of glasses arrived this AM and another superb card but NO replies to 
any questions! 
1) Did you ever receive the Yale Gazette with my Hergesheimer article? 
2) Did you ever receive a caricature of one by Covarrubias which you asked for? 
3) Did you read the Kingdom of the Birds with excitement or apathy? 
Love Carlo 
March 1, 1948 
 
MUA_KJP_00568back 

 

 
[Postmarked 3 March 1948] 
Dear Karlo, It's rainy and cold today and spring is a thousand miles away. But the Ballet is 
coming back. So that must mean something. 
Love, Carlo 
Mch 2 
 
MUA_KJP_00466back 
 

 
[Postmarked 6 March 1948] 
Dear Karlo, I've read two books by Denton Welch, both interesting. Tell Franko to stick to 
Stingers. You are confusing about Billie. So many dates and halls. I'll see what can be done at 
Carnegie. Winter is here too! Down to 10, I printed the letter today. I wish Kcarlo would come 
back!  
Love, Carlo 
 
MUA_KJP_00472back 
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[Postmarked 8 March 1948] 
Dear Karlo,  
I now have tickets in the second row for Billie's reappearance which will be exciting.  
Love, Carlo 
March 8, 48 
 
MUA_KJP_00455back 
 

 

 
[Postmarked 10 March 1948] 
Dear Karlo, Ethel went to a Marian Anderson concert with me in this garb. Note the birds! Lil 
was very nice, but not very communicative. She smiled but didn't dish. La Bailey smiles & dishes 
both. 
Love 
Carlo 
Wednesday 
 
MUA_KJP_00478back 
 

 

 
[Postmarked 15 March 1948] 
Would the grouch be Charles Laughton? If not send it on. I'll identify it & return. I've been 
keeping a friend out of jail this week. Much drama, and now his loved one has to be told.  
Love to you, Carlo 
Mch 15 
 
MUA_KJP_00449back 
 

 

 
[Postmarked 20 March 1948] 
Dear Karlo, 
I am persuaded you mean Todd Duncan. Here he is again. Two cards from you today[,] one with 
a handsome drawing. When do you arrive? Where do you stay?  
Love, Carlo 
 
MUA_KJP_00567back 
 
 

 

http://digitalmarquette.cdmhost.com/u?/p128701coll2,660
http://digitalmarquette.cdmhost.com/u?/p128701coll2,630
http://digitalmarquette.cdmhost.com/u?/p128701coll2,693
http://digitalmarquette.cdmhost.com/u?/p128701coll2,1776


 

 

9 

 

 
[Postmarked 30 March 1948] 
Dear Karlo, 
Spring is here again and all the buds are bursting. No more excitement, however, for the time 
being. 
Love 
Carlo 
Tuesday 
 
MUA_KJP_00442back 

 

 
[Postmarked 3 April 1948] 
Dear Karlo, 
Thanks for all the cards and news of the pretty birds. Are purple grackles the same as bronze 
grackles? I am writing about James Branch Cabell for the Yale Gazette and a preface for 
Gertrude Stein's last operas & plays. 
Love, 
Carlo 
April 2 
EW singing Taking a Chance on Love 
Cabin in the Sky! 
 
MUA_KJP_00479back 

 

[Postmarked 7 April 1948] 
Dear Karlo, 
The lad from Hollywood was Maurice Stuart. I can tell you no more than that. I haven't seen 
Morgan Farley for years but used to know him very well indeed. Barthé telephones he has a 
beautiful new picture. 
He is bringing it up to show me tomorrow[.] 
Two more PC just arrived with pretty heads! That makes 5 today- Thank you! 
MUA_KJP_00465back 
 

 
[Postmarked 9 April 1948] 
Dear Karlo, I loved the high buttoned shoes and I hope you will love Truman Capote. I have a 
bird record to play you some day that will send you in stitches.  
Love, Carlo 
Have the Big pictures arrived? 
Mamba's Daughters 
 
MUA_KJP_00448back 
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[Postmarked 11 April 1948] 
Dear Karlo 
Could you guess who this is? 
Love 
Carlo 
 
MUA_KJP_00322back 
 

 
[Postmarked 12 April 1948] 
Dear Karlo 
Maybe I sent you Canada Lee in Native Son before. 
Love, Carlo 
Mond. 
 
MUA_KJP_00319back 

 

 
[Postmarked 13 April 1948] 
Dear Karl,  
Thanks for your card. They say the Billie concert was a lo-and-behold affair. Dogwood & Cherry 
are in bloom here but Charles says no bells ring. I heard a bell.  
Best, Owen 
 
MUA_KJP_00155back 

 

 
[Postmarked 14 April 1948] 
Dear Karlo, 
Joe Louis Barrow is correct and there are many more Truman Capote, but not yet printed. I am 
writing another Stein preface and up to my ears in research and ponderings. NO time for the 
darkroom. Tonight the ballet. . . Antony Tudor's new one. Rosetta wore blue at her wedding 
too. I love her. . . I've got lots of 14 x 11 pictures somewhere & when I run across them I'll send 
some more[.] I'll print more soon too. Have I sent you a PC of Edna Thomas in A Streetcar 
Named Desire, please? 
Love, 
Carlo 
Wednesday 
 
MUA_KJP_00464back 
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[Postmarked 15 April 1948] 
Dear Karlo, Denton Welch's other book is "In Youth is Pleasure." (L.B. Fischer Co. 1946) Did I 
send you a pc of Edna Thomas in a Streetcar Named Desire? The new ballet: "The Shadow of 
the Wind" is out of this world beautiful: Chinese & full of mood and atmosphere.  
Love Carlo 
Monday 
I [adore?] [Tenderfoot?] as [Peter?] and Jessie! 
 
MUA_KJP_00470back 

 

 
[Postmarked 16 April 1948] 
Dear Karlo, Of course the Tribune may use my picture of you. May I have 3 copies of that 
fabulous story, please? Not the wild geese in Life this week. I am entranced by your story of the 
Snake King. Only 5 cards from you today[.] Remember, I hate neglect! 
Love, Carlo 
April 16, 48 
 
MUA_KJP_00476back 
 

 

 
[Postmarked 17 April 1948] 
Dear Karlo and Franko,  
Lady Day is singing tonight but I can't go. I have a rotten cold & must stay home to nurse 
myself. Otherwise it is spring & birds & flowers are bursting everywhere. The pigeons in the 
synagogue opposite are behaving disgracefully.  
Love Carlo 
 
MUA_KJP_00469back 
 
 

 
[Postmarked 20 April 1948] 
Dear Karlo, A wonderful party here last night. I wish you and Franko could have been here! 29 
people, of all colors..including yellow. 
Love, Carlo 
April 20,'48 
 
MUA_KJP_00441back 
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[Postmarked 25 April 1948] 
Text of newspaper clipping: 
Warbles Jazz Songs 
Billie Holiday, principal entertainer in "Holiday on Broadway," arriving next Tuesday night at the 
Mansfield. 
Handwritten note: 
At this rate, dear Karlo, Lady Day will not be photogenique much longer. Probably this fat is due 
to laying off the stuff. 
Love, Carlo 
 
MUA_KJP_00462back 

 

 
[Postmarked 27 April 1948] 
Dear Karlo, I am indeed enchanted by the king fishes who arrived safely and is eating minnows 
in the fireplace this instant!  
Love, Carlo 
Thursday 
 
MUA_KJP_00467back 

 
[Postmarked 4 May 1948] 
Dear Karlo, 
I can't tell from your pretty cards whether you have received 3 packages of large photographs 
or only two. And more will be coming soon. Love you bird excursions! 
Love, Carlo 
Monday 
PTO is Ellis Wilson. 
 
MUA_KJP_00776back 

 
Postmarked 10 May 1948] 
Dear KP. Of course I have more Isherwood somewhere but may be difficult to locate. You'll get 
this in time. The lady you send is terrific. What a wonderful hat! I like the giraffe too. and O for 
a sight of the Vermilion flycatcher. I had forgotten about Phoebes. I used to know one 
personally! 
Love 
Carlo 
[Monday?] 
 
MUA_KJP_00444back 
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[Postmarked 7 June 1948] 
Dear Karlo, 
Here is a real Picasso for you (Chippy Hill and Lillian Gish!) I never went on the Boat Trip. It 
rained hard. So I went out to shake Bill's hand and dpearted. I am but insane about Nature Boy. 
I can sing Water Boy to it! And I am excited about your farm[.] You will make a charming 
farmer. 
L, Carlo 
 
MUA_KJP_00583back 

 

 
[Postmarked 8 June 1948] 
Claude McKay for you, dear Karlo! My Yale Collection is giving a show of him now. Also the 
Schomburg Collection here. 
Love, Carlo 
June 8, '48 
 
MUA_KJP_00645back 

 
 

 
[Postmarked 16 June 1948] 
I am very flattered, dear Karlo, that you have taken up with Nature Boy on my account and I am 
all excitement about the new farm with the bird latrines, feed boxes, and wing mending 
stations. A wonderful party here last night: Meg Mundy, Nora Kaye, and Jimmie Daniels. Hope 
you are the same & love to you & Franko, Carlo[.] 
June 15- 
 
MUA_KJP_00443back 
 

 

 
[Postmarked 6 July 1948] 
Dear Karlo, 
So you are now farming! ... yesterday I mailed you a couple of handsome 11x14 pix I think you 
will like to  Milwaukee. I hope they reach you. When is your birthday, please! I want to know. 
H & F, Carlo 
This is Dots Johnson, the Negro sojer in the Italian film Paisan[.] 
 
MUA_KJP_00602back 
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[Postmarked 12 July 1948] 
No I never photographed Josephine Baker, but I tried hard. The background of Dots Johnson is a 
genre painting by Louise Hellstrom (Simone Fly in Parties) Did I tell you Princeton is doing 
Gertrude Stein's Yes is for a Very Young Man the week of July 26? 
L, C. 
 
MUA_KJP_00454back 

 
 

 
[Postmarked 21 July 1948] 
Dear Karlo, This is Langston Hughes with Arna Bontemps' son Alexander. Of course I have 
hundreds of pix of Jimmie Daniels somewhere. As soon as I find them I'll send one or two on[.]  
Love Carlo 
Thanks for the bird, the [word illegible] & the dog. Wonderful! 
Will you stay in the country in the winter? 
 
MUA_KJP_00268back 

 
 

 
[Postmarked 29 July 1948] 
Dear Karlo, 
Here is Dots Johnson again for you! I've found a necktie I think you will like. You won't get it for 
awhile however! 
Love, Carlo 
July 29 
 
MUA_KJP_00601back 
 

 

 
 
[Postmarked 30 July 1948] 
July 30 
Dear Karlo, Of course I loved the "eyes" and all the other fabulous drawings on P.C. Are hens 
birds? Life this week is full of hens! 
L, Carlo 
 
MUA_KJP_00458back 
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[Postmarked 1 August 1948] 
Dear Karlo, Barthe came here today with a very beautiful marble torso of a man, about a foot 
high which he himself had carved out of marble[.] 
Love, 
Carlo 
 
MUA_KJP_00477back 

 

 
[Postmarked 1 August 1948] 
July 31 
Dear Karlo, Yes is for a very young man is so successful at Princeton that it is being kept on a 
second week. I love this play.  
H & F, Carlo 
 
MUA_KJP_00474back 

 

 
[Postmarked 1 August 1948] 
More DOTS JOHNSON for you collection! 
 
MUA_KJP_00604back 

 

 
[Postmarked 4 August 1948] 
Dear Karlo, Zora Neale Hurston brought a big southern boy named Gabriel Brown to my home 
one Thanksgiving night many years ago. So he played the guitar & sang a song called Greasy 
Greens. I haven't seen him since.  
L, Carlo 
Aug 4 
 
MUA_KJP_00451back 
 

 
[Postmarked 6 August 1948] 
Dear Karlo, Maybe I can get your tie today, in spite of the rain! Wait til you see it!  
Love, Carlo 
Aug 6 
Going to Princeton tomorrow to see more of [you?]! 
 
MUA_KJP_00440back 
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[Postmarked 20 August 1948] 
Dear Karl, 
Did I send you this one of Dots Johnson? 
L, Carlo 
Aug. 18 
Charlie Merotti's brother has just arrived what a beauty! 
 
MUA_KJP_00605back 

 

 
[Postmarked 29 August 1948] 
Ethel Waters in heaven. Cabin in the Sky!! 
 
MUA_KJP_00480back 

 

 
[Postmarked 1 September 1948] 
Dear Karl 
The blackbirds from Madagascar are on their way to you by Railway Express. 
Love 
Carlo 
Thanks for the pictures on 2 PCs today! 
 
MUA_KJP_00463back 

 

 
[Postmarked 1 September 1948] 
Dear Karlo, I love the conversation piece in which you and Franko are not conversing with the 
Blue Jay, the Sebree, & the CVV[.] First, when are you both coming to NY to see your color 
pictures? 
L, Carlo 
MUA_KJP_00459back 
 

 
[Postmarked 5 October 1948] 
Dear Karlo, Did I ever send you any Paul Robeson? 
L, Carlo 
Tuesday 
I have a new bird for you from Mexico! 
 
MUA_KJP_00389back 
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[Postmarked 9 November 1948] 
Dear Karl, 
The Chicago PO notifies me there is a PC for me there without a stamp. It must be from you. I 
have sent for it. 
Love, Carlo 
Sunday 
 
MUA_KJP_00390back 

 

 
[Postmarked 16 November 1948] 
Ann Petry, for the collection of Karl Priebe, Esquire! Please tell me the name of the medium in 
which Charlie Mouth at a Bear, The Jester, and Cerces Quagga are painted. "CVV: 1948" by 
Harrison Thompson goes to be framed today! 
Love, Carlo 
Nov. 16, 1948 
 
MUA_KJP_00355back 

 

 
[Postmarked 26 November 1948] 
Dear Karlo, Your description of Lady Day makes my mouth water! Did you talk to her about 
photography? please? 
L Carlo 
Everybody is mad about the Socialite.  
Nove 26 
 
MUA_KJP_00475back 

 

 
[Postmarked 26 November 1948] 
Dear Karlo, The socialite has to wait for a frame. Macy's too busy to go with at this season: But 
after the first of the year this lovely tableau will be framed, if possible, identically with Charlie 
Mouth. 
So love Carlo 
The motto on the new Will Rogers stamp would be appropriate for a Strange Brothers 
Collection 
 
MUA_KJP_00457back 
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[Postmarked 5 December 1948] 
Dear Karlo, 
This is Richard Huey singing "I Got a Song." from Bloomer Girl; -- [name illegible] and I go to Yale 
to talk to students on Tuesday. When do you come East? Giving a party Wednesday. 
L, Carlo 
Dec 5 
My Harlem show opens January 10. 
 
MUA_KJP_00591back 

 

 
 
[Postmarked 6 December 1948] 
Dear Karlo, I am in a very bad temper because I haven't heard from you in 3 days and I have lost 
Dudley Huppler's address. If you will send it to me immediately you will be killing a great many 
birds (pardon the cruel figure of speech) with one stone!  
L, Carlo 
Monday 
 
MUA_KJP_00473back 

 

[Postmarked 8 December 1948] 
Dear Karlo, 
Tonight Cedric Dover, Horace Clayton, and a Hawaiian Boy who is beautiful & who sings are 
coming here. Cedric is kinder[?]. Also some ofays including my [word illegible] painter. I wish 
you and Franko might come too. 
So love, Carlo 
December 8. 
PTO is Randolph Dunbar 
MUA_KJP_00565back 
 
 

 
[Postmarked 24 December 1948] 
Joyeux Noel! 
Here is Ulysses Kay. Has The Quiet One showed at your picture houses? 
L, Carlo 
Dec 23 
 
MUA_KJP_00289back 
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[Postmarked 31 December 1948] 
Here is Langston H to wish you a happy new year! 
Carlo 
December 31, 48 
 
MUA_KJP_00266back 
 

 

 
[Postmarked 4 January 1949] 
What a lovely lot of PC with two beautiful birds came this AM! What book of T[.] Williams do 
you dislike & why? Yes I have pictures of Lenore Ulric but none handy. I am completely 
absorbed in Show printing & find everything else difficult at the moment. But I will burst with 
new PC when I start again! 
L. Carlo 
K Dunham is PTO! 
 
MUA_KJP_00492back 
 

 

 
[Postmarked 8 February 1949] 
No need to label this one. My photograph show in Harlem opens in a few minutes and I am on 
my way. On Feb 17 I am on the radio at 8.30 AM (EST) with Jinx Falkenberg and her husband. 
and Friday the 11 speak at the NY Pub Lib. (115 St branch.[)] 
Love, Carlo 
 
MUA_KJP_00323back 
 

 

 
[Postmarked 9 March 1949] 
Dear Karlo, 
This is William Gardner Smith who wrote Last of the Conquerors. A fine book. 
L, Carlo 
Wednesday. 
Thelma Carpenter is fun. 
"Pity the poor termites in weather like this." 
 
MUA_KJP_00679back 
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[Postmarked 18 March 1949] 
Dear Karlo, Another one of Ann Petry. We are having another blizzard. What are you having? 
L, Carlo 
March 18, 1949 
 
MUA_KJP_00356back 

 

 
[Postmarked 25 March 1949] 
Dear Karlo, 
The days seem very dreary without Lady Day, but Last Operas & Plays was published yesterday 
& reviews of this will be fun. Further my Roger[?] Kent show comes off in a minute & that will 
be most exciting. 
Love, Carlo 
Mch 25 
My broadcast is April 3, Not Mch 27. 
 
MUA_KJP_00682back 

 
[Postmarked 10 April 1949] 
Hello Franko 
Billio from Carlo 
April 9 
 
MUA_KJP_00245back 

 
[Postmarked 11 April 1949] 
Here is another for your collection! 
 
MUA_KJP_00227back 

 

 
[Postmarked 2 June 1949] 
Dear Karlo, 
The Jared French pictures were taken chez moi. He lives in NY with his wife. He used to live with 
Paul Cadmus. I'm afraid I can't do all the important people. I must cut down instead. I am very 
behind. 
L, Carlo 
June 2 '49 
 
MUA_KJP_00769back 
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[Postmarked 13 June 1949] 
Dear Karlo, 
Thanks for a flood of beautiful cards with beautiful birds. I have a suspicion that testimony 
against John L may be a gag and maybe she loves him as of yore. Porgy is very moving low and 
delightful. I went to the country yesterday & saw many robins. 
L, Carlo 
Monday 
 
MUA_KJP_00767back 
 

 

 
[Postmarked 14 June 1949] 
Dear Karlo, 
Here is a new one for your collection! 
Love[,] Carlo 
 
MUA_KJP_00530back 

 
 

 
[Postmarked 15 June 1949] 
Dear Karlo, 
I didn't like the suit Thelma Carpenter had on so I dressed her in a Seminole Indian costume 
(belonging to FM) and some Navajo silver beads etc. She looks very oriental! 
L. Carlo 
 
MUA_KJP_00529back 
 
 

 

 
[Postmarked 15 June 1949] 
Dear Karlo, 
Don't you like Thelma looking oriental! I love my bird cards too. In fact a high hanging goose. 
L. Carlo 
Wednesday. 
 
MUA_KJP_00532back 
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[Postmarked 16 June 1949] 
Dear Karlo, 
Going to hear Fritzi Schell sing at some restaurant on 79 Street tonight. The hall where the 
O'Keefe-Stieglitz pictures is to hang at Fisk will be the Van Vechten galleries[.] It opens early in 
Nov. 
Love, Carlo 
 
MUA_KJP_00527back 

 

 
[Postmarked 20 June 1949] 
Dear Karlo, 
Yes there are more Isherwood, but none available now and I haven't time to print any now! I 
am too far behind but someday remind me of him and Tallulah. 13 wonderful cards from you 
today. Mrs. Wells hat is so Greek! 
L. Carlo 
 
MUA_KJP_00523back 
 

 

 
[Postmarked 20 June 1949] 
Dear Karl, 
The Harlem papers are full of how John Levy has gone to San F. and was embraced by Billie. Of 
course I'll photograph any one you bring to me. But I want to photograph Frank Harriot. Lil 
Green may be here in November. 13 cards from you today with lovely drawings. I adore Mrs. 
Wells' hat 
Love, Carlo 
Jan 20 '49 
 
MUA_KJP_00526back 
 

 

 
[Postmarked 21 June 1949] 
Dear Karlo, 
13 cards from you yesterday & more today. You are getting a surprise in a couple of days. 
L. Carlo 
 
MUA_KJP_00525back 
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[Postmarked 26 June 1949] 
Isn't this a nice one? 
L, Carlo 
June 26. 49 
 
MUA_KJP_00236back 

 

 
[Postmarked 29 June 1949] 
Happy July 1st, Karlie! 
Billie Holiday 
Dinah Washington 
Lil Green 
Mildred Bailey 
Ella Fitzgerald 
Pearl Bailey 
 
MUA_KJP_00230back 
 

 

 
[30 June 1949?] 
Dear Karlo, 
You should get 2 birthday presents in 2 boxes, dead bird in one, & a bird tie in the other. And 
tomorrow I will send you the last of Lady Day, for I have finished printing her. She will get a set 
herself in a minute. Happy birthday to you!! 
Love, Carlo 
June 30 
 
MUA_KJP_00246back 
 

 

 
[Postmarked 30 June 1949] 
Of course you may meet Lasca any time. She came to my birthday party. I love the garnets[?]. 
May I meet them? Your place is always at the 10 Pond[?] low-down with the people you 
mention. The butterflies are wonderful! 
L. Carlo 
 
MUA_KJP_00531back 
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[1 July 1949?] 
This will be the end of Billie dear Karlo, for the moment at least: until I take more. But I have 
another surprise for you, maybe tomorrow. On July 4 I am going to the country for a day. 
L, Carlo 
July 1 
 
MUA_KJP_00251back 
 

 

 
Bill Robinson 
I've heard from you about your birthday & the presents just as I was sealing this. The game 
birds are from London, of course. I also had a wonderful card from Franko. So love to all 
Carlo 
July 7.49 
No cards from me next week. At least not [my?] cards. 
 
MUA_KJP_00402back 
 

 

 
[Postmarked 11 July 1949] 
Dear Karlo. The pictures went to Billie today & I will be at Shoreham, Long Island, N.Y. c/o helen 
channing pollock until Monday the 18 when I return to 101.  
L, Carlo 
5 beautiful cards from you this A.M. 
 
MUA_KJP_00233back 
 
 

 

 
[Postmarked 5 September 1949] 
Dear Karlo, 
I am back in the darkroom & here is Mary McLeod Bethune, a grand old girl. Tomorrow I look 
up passage, but not your picture until you give me the green light[.] 
L, Carlo 
 
MUA_KJP_00106back 
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[Postmarked 6 September 1949] 
Dear Karlo, 
Another of Mrs Bethune. The stick was given her by Mrs. Roosevelt. FDR's uncle gave it to him. 
What made you think I was "loaning" you Ceremony of Innocence? I didn't say so, did I? No, it is 
yours. 
L, Carlo 
 
MUA_KJP_00108back 
 

 

 
[Postmarked 6 September 1949] 
Dear Karlo, 
Again heres Bethune with the cane Mrs. Roosevelt gave her. I shall get my passage for France 
today. 
L, Carlo 
Thanks for the cards[.] 
Sept 6, 1949 
 
MUA_KJP_00107back 
 

 

 
[Postmarked 6 September 1949] 
Dear Karlo, 
This is Janet Collins in the spiritual. I am flying to Paris TWA on September 24 and fly back on 
November 8[?]. Then I go to Fisk. When can I see the picture. Do I miss you? 
L. Carlo. 
 
MUA_KJP_00547back 
 

 

 
[Postmarked 7 September 1949] 
Sept. 7 '49 
Dear Karlo, 
Two bird ties went to you yesterday and PTO is Janet Collins in the Spirituals 
L. Carlo 
 
MUA_KJP_00548back 
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[September 1949?] 
Janet Collins in a New Orleans carnival number. 
Dear Karlo, 
I'll try to go to the Perls gallery tomorrow. Thanks for all your beautiful cards. I'm glad I'm not 
missing you in N.Y. Who is Hadda Brooks? What is she suing for? The weather here is now 
wonderful. It will be better in Paris. I knew Billie was great friends with Tallulah. 
LOVE, Carlo 
Saturday! 
I got lit last night. 
 
MUA_KJP_00544back 

 

 
[September 1949?] 
Dear Karl, 
This is Janet Collins in a New Orleans Carnival number.  I'll try to get to Perl's tomorrow. This 
afternoon I go to Danbury to Marian Anderson's, a party to celebrate her return to USA. Why 
doesn't Billie give a party? I am glad you won't be here before 1950. I am packing. Saw [illegible 
word] again yesterday for last time.  I hope you like the ties. 
L. Carlo 
Sunday. 
 
MUA_KJP_00541back 
 
 

 
[Postmarked 5 December 1949] 
Dear Karlo, 
A card from you with a handsome drawing arrived this morning. I send you Josephine Baker in 
Paris[.] 
Love Carlo 
 
MUA_KJP_00083back 
 

 

 
[Postmarked 5 December 1949] 
More Josephine Baker for a good boy! 
 
MUA_KJP_00082back 
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[Postmark illegible] 1949 
Dear Franko 
Miss Baker in Paris again! It will be a long time now before you receive any new pictures as I am 
printing 11 x 14 for Yale & the Public Library. 
L, Carlo 
December 15 
 
MUA_KJP_00081back 
 

 

 
[Postmarked [16?] December 1949] 
Dear Karlo, 
Thanks for the lovely cards. Did I tell you we will be home New Year's Eve? I wish you & Frank 
could be here. You would be more than welcome. A good ballet show at the Lotus Club, with 
pictures by Berman. [Cheerio etc.?] 
L, Carlo 
 
MUA_KJP_00084back 
 

 

 
[Postmarked 16 December 1949] 
Jo Baker in Paris dressed for the cold [.] 
L. Carlo 
December 15, 1949 
 
MUA_KJP_00079back 
 
 

 
[Postmarked 19 December 1949] 
Dear Karl 
More Josephine Baker in Paris for a good boy. Thanks for your cards. 
Love, Carlo 
Did you get a package? 
from me? 
 
MUA_KJP_00080back 
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[Postmarked 26 December  1949] 
Dear Karlo, 
Thanks for the heavenly cards. Here is another of Jo Baker. Why doesn't Billie write me? 
L, Carlo 
 
MUA_KJP_00078back 

 

[Postmarked 31 December 194?] 
Dear Karlo, 
Not a word from you this week, and I was about to fly to Evansville to see what was the matter 
when a flood of birds and animals arrived late today to make me happy. And so here is Dorothy 
Maynor. There will be a party tonight. I wish you & Frank could be here. Owen is coming! 
Love, Carlo 
December 31!!! 
 
MUA_KJP_00744back 

 
 

 
[Postmarked 2 January 1950] 
Dear Karlo, Pearl Bailey was a riot at the New Year's Eve party & everybody was here till 4: Hugh 
Laing, Diana Adams, Grace Stone, Antony Tudor, George, Josephine, & Philippa Schuyler. It was 
some party. I slept 10 hours last night.  
L. Carlo 
January 2, 1950 
Miss B's hands. 
 
MUA_KJP_00054back 

 
 

 
[Postmarked 11 March 1950] 
Dear Karlo, 
This picture of MA was made at her house in the country at a party she gave.* Loved the new 
ladies' heads in color. 
L. Carlo 
* last September 
 
MUA_KJP_00020back 
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[Postmarked 20 March 1950] 
Dorothy Peterson 
Harlem 
September 1949 
 
MUA_KJP_00658back 
 

 

 
[Postmarked 14 April 1950] 
Dear Karlo, 
It would be fine, of course, to have Franko do a story about me. Is he going to? The new cards 
are so beautiful & I am so grateful. PTO is Muriel Rahn in The Barrier. I am back in the 
darkroom. No word about the parrots yet. Leaving off the O is due to my advanced years. (256) 
[word illegible] mean it so. 
L, Carlo 
 
MUA_KJP_00763back 
 

 

 
[Postmarked 15 April 1950] 
Dear Karlo, 
Four wonderful cards from you yesterday but none today. More Muriel Rahn in The Barrier[.]  
L, Carlo 
Saturday. 
 
MUA_KJP_00757back 
 

 

 
[Postmarked 19 April 1950] 
Pearl Bailey 
Dear Karlo, I'm sending you a lot of bird books tomorrow perhaps, if you hate them, it is your 
own fault, because you refuse to answer questions. Be sure to laugh at the heads and claws 
pages in the Dutch book.  
L. Carlo 
 
MUA_KJP_00040back 
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[Postmarked 20 April 1950] 
Dear Karlo, Don't say I've sent you much. The shoe is on the other foot. You have sent me a full 
gallery. I'm sorry about the [cans?]. The books are on their way to you! I am sure you like em 
the Dutch heads & the [illegible word]. I am going to K Dunham['s] but not for a week. Thanks 
for the [flock?] of beautiful ducks more legs please?  
Love, Carlo. 
 
MUA_KJP_00041back 

 

 
[Postmarked 22 April 1950] 
Dear Karlo, I have ordered more rare books for you but they may be sold before the order gets 
through: Thanks for more beautiful cards. The photographs are fine. 
You have a cold because you drink gin! I don't understand the Coals to Newcastle card. I loved 
the fighting [word illegible] Saturday. 
Carlo  
Saturday 
 
MUA_KJP_00042back 
 

 
[Postmarked 4 May 1950] 
Dear Karl, 
I'm back at my desk again. Mad about Howard University Library. Thanks for the twin 
carnations pictures. No time for Lil Green. In fact no time for photography. Too far behind but 
might catch up. Pearl is sick but her understudy is good. Saw Todd Duncan's understudy 
yesterday and liked him too.  
Love, Carlo 
Thanks for the beautiful cards. You will get books in a minute. You have never mentioned Lear's 
Parrots yet! 
 
MUA_KJP_00762back 

 
[Postmarked 8 May 1950] 
Dear Karlo, 
Muriel Rahn in The Barrier. I am printing again. Miraculous pictures of Ms. Bailey in Arms & The 
Girl. I saw Dinah in Ebony but she is right. Nobody but Bessie is Bessie. Thanks for the beautiful 
cards. You haven't yet got the humming bird & the other books? 
L, Carlo 
Monday 
 
MUA_KJP_00761back 
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[Postmarked 9 May 1950] 
Dear Karlo  
PB singing "There may be something better than love" in Arms & the Girl[.] 
Love Carlo 
May 9.1950. 
 
MUA_KJP_00046back 
 

 

 
[Postmarked 9 May 1950] 
Dear Karlo 
Pearl Bailey singing "nothing for nothing" in Arms & the Girl.  
L, Carlo 
May 9. 1950 
 
MUA_KJP_00048back 
 

 

 
[Postmarked 9 May 1950] 
Dear Karlo 
PB ellememe in Arms & the Girl. 
L. Carlo 
May 9.1950 
 
MUA_KJP_00047back 
 
 

 

 
[Postmarked 10 May 1950] 
Dear Karlo, 
Pearl had a breakdown & was in the hospital for a week, but I think she is all right now. Thanks 
for the pretty cards. I [loved?] Dudley's show & his layout in Vogue. 
L Carlo 
May 10 1950 
 
MUA_KJP_00049back 
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[Postmarked 11 May 1950] 
Dear Karlo 
Pearl Bailey as Connecticut in Arms & the Girl. 
L. Carlo 
May 11, 1950 
 
MUA_KJP_00050back 

 
 

 
[Postmarked 11 May 1950] 
Dear Karlo 
Pearl Bailey as Connecticut in Arms & the Girl. 
Love, Carlo 
May 11, 1950 
 
MUA_KJP_00053back 

 
 

 
[Postmarked 11 May 1950] 
Dear Karlo! 
Pearl Bailey as Connecticut in Arms & the girl! 
L. Carlo 
 
MUA_KJP_00052back 

 
 
 

 
[Postmarked 11 May 1950] 
Dear Karlo, 
Thanks for the beautiful cards. I saw Katherine Dunham again last night & loved the show altho' 
I find her tiresome in the extreme. Poor Chippie Hill is killed. 
L, Carlo 
May 11, 1950 
 
MUA_KJP_00051back 
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[Postmarked 15 May 1950] 
Dear Karlo, 
The Pearl Bailey story is much too long & complicated to tell on a PC or in a letter. I'll have to 
wait till [I] see you. Thanks for the beautiful cards. 
L. Carlo 
Monday 
 
MUA_KJP_00055back 

 

 
[Postmarked 4 June 1950] 
Dear Karlo, 
Here we have the hands of Pearl Bailey. I ordered 2 books sent to you today, books about birds, 
from the Holliday Book Shop. The weather is fine. I spend my days in the dark room & cleaning 
closets.  
L. Carlo 
June 4, 1950 
Your cards are always beautiful, thank you! 
 
MUA_KJP_00056back 

 

 
[Postmarked 15 December 1950] 
Printing Sherwood Anderson for you today 
Dec 14, 1950 
Dear Karlo, 
Two packages go to you today. One general material, the other Christmas. I hope you'll like 'em. 
L, Carlo 
 
MUA_KJP_00668back 
 

 
[Postmarked 15 December 1950] 
Dear Karlo, 
Thanks for the beautiful cards. Edith Sampson again. Went to Jimmie Daniels place last night 
first his house, just around the corner from Juanita, then his club the Bon Soir. He has lost some 
of his voice. 
L, Carlo 
 
MUA_KJP_00669back 
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[Postmarked 19 December 1950] 
Dec 19 1950 
Dear Karlo, 
I am mad about the Christmas cards which arrived yesterday. I wrote you at once. This lady is 
Edith Sampson. 
L, Carlo 
 
MUA_KJP_00667back 

 

 
[Postmarked 2 January 1951] 
Dear Karlo, Miss Bailey calls this her "washin' my hair picture." Miss Maxwell is very grateful for 
the holiday hat. The Cornelian bird is a Bell if you can use a bell. I'm hoping you and Eddie W are 
progressing. The soldiers buy card is sweet! I hope you then can get DA to write. Thanks for 
[floods?] of cards. I am mad for the new Charlie who has to be at Macy's for 2 weeks.  
L. Carlo 
 
MUA_KJP_00045back 

 

 
[Postmarked 27 March 1951] 
Dear Karlo, 
The photographs begin again! This is William Warfield, the greatest living singer. 
Love 
Carlo 
Mch 27, 1951 
 
MUA_KJP_00431back 
 

 

 
[Postmarked 29 March 1951] 
Dear Karlo, 
More William Warfield. Thank you. I'm glad Franko is better. Yesterday I heard a fine colored 
singer. She is a protege of some people [who] have the faith & they are backing her. She is not 
yet singing in public but she is ready. 
Love, Carlo 
 
MUA_KJP_00432back 
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[Postmarked 30 March 1951] 
Dear Karlo, 
More William Warfield! What a great artist. Had a great reunion at Dorothy Peterson's last 
night with her brother from Lebanon. 
L, Carlo 
Friday 
 
MUA_KJP_00429back 

 

 
[Postmarked 1 April 1951] 
Sunday  
Dear Karlo, 
Wm. Warfield again. Soon you will be in the West Indies with me! 
Love, Carlo 
 
MUA_KJP_00433back 

 
[Postmarked 15 April 1951] 
Dear Karlo, The very handsome catalogue is here & I love the [Oologist?]. The weather here is 
divine. 
Love 
Carlo 
 
MUA_KJP_00430back 

 
[Postmarked 23 May 1951] 
Dear Karlo, 
William Mason who played De Lawd in the revival of The Green Pastures. There will be a party 
here tonight. 
L, Carlo 
 
MUA_KJP_00741back 

 
[Postmarked 14 June 1951] 
Dear Karlo, Here is William Marshall (de Lawd in the Green Pastures) as [himself?]- He is now in 
Hollywood. I saw Ethel Waters at the capital last night & she was superb.  
Love, Carlo 
June 14.51 
 
MUA_KJP_00344back 
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[Postmarked 15 June 1951] 
June 15 
Dear Karlo, 
Nora Kaye in The Cage is terrific and so are you & this is Howard Swanson. 
Poor Franko! 
Love, 
Carlo 
 
MUA_KJP_00687back 
 
 

 
[Postmarked 15 June 1951] 
Dear Karlo, 
Sun at last & here is Ossie Davis. The ballet again tonight! and movie on Sunday. Love. 
 
MUA_KJP_00143back 
 

 

 
[Postmarked 16 June 1951] 
Dear Karlo, 
You did answer a lot of questions today, and I will send you Fimistere when I get around to it. 
Too bad about poor Franko! PTO is Howard Swanson, composer. 
Love, Carlo 
Give Billie my love if she is still there. 
 
MUA_KJP_00688back 
 

 

 
[Postmarked 16 June 1951] 
Dear Karlo, 
This would be Ossie Davis. The ballet last night was superb as usual. Going twice tomorrow. The 
weather is fine. Hope your birds like it. 
Love Carlo 
June 16, 1951 
 
MUA_KJP_00144back 
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[Postmarked 30 June 1951] 
Dear Karlo, 
You report "still looking for our world." I am surprised you don't know who carries Negro 
magazines in Milwaukee. (if any?) If you can't find it I'll be happy to send you one, and also the 
Sat. Review. 
L, Carlo 
A package of books went to you yesterday. 
 
MUA_KJP_00772back 

 

 
[Postmarked 1 July 1951] 
Dear Karlo, 
I love the pencil drawings you sent recently. The beautiful postcards & the totem pole. So I sent 
you a new box of books two days ago! 
L, Carlo 
 
MUA_KJP_00773back 

 

 
[Postmarked 1 July 1951] 
Dear Karlo, 
I am through printing for a while but it will take a few days to catch up with everything else that 
has to be done. It is HOT. 
Love, Carlo 
July 1, 1954 
 
MUA_KJP_00771back 

 

 
[Postmarked 2 July 1951] 
July 2, 
Dear Karlo, Think of you doing somebody "Long O White"[.] It sounds like El Greco. PTO is 
William Marshall* as de Lawd in The Green Pastures. We are getting to Jo B! 
Love, Carlo 
*in Hollywood now 
Love, Carlo 
 
MUA_KJP_00345back 
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[Postmarked 2 July 1951] 
Dear Karlo 
PTO is Ossie Davis in The Green Pastures as Gabriel. I hope you had a happy birthday. Another 
box is on its way! 
L, Carlo 
 
MUA_KJP_00145back 

 

 
[Postmarked 3 July 1951] 
Dear Karlo 
Very, very sorry about Franko, but I'm sure he is better off in a hospital than at home. PTO is 
the scene in the Green Pastures where Gabriel (Ossie Davis) starts to blow his horn and de 
Lawd (William Marshall) asks him to desist. 
L, Carlo 
July 3, 1951   
 
MUA_KJP_00146back 

 

 
[Postmarked 5 July 1951] 
Dear Karlo, 
It is very warm, but a lot is getting done around here. However I don't expect to work in the 
darkroom for some time yet! 
L. Carlo 
July 3, 1951 
 
MUA_KJP_00491back 
 
 

 
[Postmarked 5 July 1951] 
Dear Karlo, 
Thanks for your beautiful cards[.] I am nearly down to Jo Baker & you will begin to receive those 
soon. In the meantime take this Ossie Davis as Gabriel in The Green Pastures. 
L, Carlo 
So sorry about [your?] Franko. 
July 5, 1951 
 
MUA_KJP_00148back 
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[Postmarked 5 July 1951] 
Dear Karlo, 
Another day at my desk. Working, working. PTO is Ossie Davis as Gabriel in The Green Pastures. 
Love Carlo 
[Housin Thornsen?] the skater, painted this back drop for me! 
July 3, 1951 
 
MUA_KJP_00147back 
 
 

 
[Postmarked  6 July 1951] 
PTO is Wm Marshall as de Lawd in The Green Pastures.  
Dear Karlo, The King & I was more glamorous & beautiful than ever. Tonight Affair of State.  
Love, Carlo 
 
MUA_KJP_00346back 
 

 

 
[Postmarked 7 July 1951] 
Dear Karlo,  
All I know about Fritz Peters is from the jacket of Finistere which says he comes from Madison. 
You have never told me how D. Huppler got to Europe. Your cards are wonderful. I'm glad the 
books came! 
L, Carlo 
Saturday 
PTO is Wm Warfield 
 
MUA_KJP_00424back 
 

 

[Postmarked 17 July 1951] 
 
Dear Karlo, PTO is Wm Warfield. I am dining with him tonight & seeing his Showboat Thursday. 
Had lunch [with] him here[.] Sharat who is doing the costumes for Huckleberry Finn in which he 
is to appear! They don't know each other yet! 
Love, Carlo 
 
MUA_KJP_00427back 
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[Postmarked 23 July 1951] 
Dear Karlo, 
This is Gerri Major my hostess. Jo Baker Day, May 20 1951! Thanks for your beautiful cards. I do 
enjoy them so much! 
L, Carlo 
 
MUA_KJP_00628back 
 

 

 
[Postmarked 22 August 1951] 
Dear Karlo, 
This would be Mrs. Dorothy Porter, one of the Librarians at Howard & a great friend of Owen 
Dodson. Tomorrow I photograph again 
Love, Carlo 
Aug 22. 
 
MUA_KJP_00661back 
 

 

 
[Postmarked 23 August 1951] 
Aug 23. 
Dear Karlo, 
More Mrs. Porter[.] The pictures are beautiful. Last night I photographed Ladies Voices by 
Gertrude Stein[.] You will like them. At last I've had a letter from Mrs. Galleen. It's hard to get 
[word illegible] out of Milwaukee. 
 
MUA_KJP_00662back 
 
 

 
[Postmarked 26 August 1951] 
Dear Karlo, This of course is the greatest singer of all time: William Warfield. Of course garlic ice 
cream is a longtime specialite de la maison. Anna May Wong is in the next room! Thanks for 
your handsome cards[.] 
L, Carlo 
Sunday 
 
MUA_KJP_00426back 
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[Postmarked 28 August 1951] 
 
Dear Karlo, 
The Los Angeles Tribune, [through?] a letter to the editor, takes another whack at Miss Baker 
this week. Really it is too much and I shall end my subscription as soon as possible. 5 handsome 
cards from you today! 
L, Carlo 
 
MUA_KJP_00428back 

 

 
[Postmarked 11 September 1951] 
Dear Karlo, 
Gerri Major again. I really feel very sad about Frank. Give him my love. Saw The River last night 
& was bored. The Indian parts had nothing to do with the English parts, but the Indian parts are 
pretty. The ballet tonight & a party tomorrow! 
Love, Carlo 
Sept 11, 1951 
 
MUA_KJP_00632back 

 

 
[Postmarked 13 September 1951] 
Dear Karlo, 
You know about the package now. PTO is Gerri Major of The Amsterdam News. The fight 
spoiled my party last night, but Carmel Myers' beautiful son came & was photographed. 
L, Carlo 
Sept 13,'51 
 
MUA_KJP_00631back 

 

 
[Postmarked 14 September 1951] 
Dear Karlo, 
Know you are worrying. One of your cards, addressed to me! begins Dear Frank. I am sorry he 
has to go through with all this. Are you sure the doctors have diagnosed his case correctly? PTO 
is a copy read of the NY Amsterdam News & great heart[?] Dale Wright. 
Love, Carlo 
Sept 14, 1951 
 
MUA_KJP_00695back 
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[Postmarked 23? September 1951] 
Dear Karlo, 
More Gerri Major. I had a cold & feel rotten but I go to the mercurio. Anna May Wang comes to 
dinner. The Philadelphia Art Museum is giving me a photograph show next week -- for a month. 
I plan to go also. 
L, Carlo 
 
MUA_KJP_00629back 
 

 

 
[Postmarked 24 September 1951] 
Dear Karlo, 
This is Gerri Major again. The Ballet last night was terrific & completely sold out. Marlene 
Dietrich & Christopher Isherwood were there. I took Eduard about to see Eglevsky, Laing, 
LeClercq & Adams. Today I am taking him to the Spanish dancers & tomorrow he flies back to 
F.M. 
 
MUA_KJP_00633back 
 

 

 
[Postmarked 29 September 1951] 
Dear Karlo, 
Gerri Major again! Of course, I won't like it if you don't write, but I can take it. Anna May Wang 
dined here last night & tonight the Ballet. Babilee in Til Eulenspiegl. 
Love, Carlo 
Sept 29. 
 
MUA_KJP_00630back 
 

 

 
[Postmarked 1 October 1951] 
Dear Franko 
Karlo says you are better which makes us all happy!  
Very best to you! 
Carlo 
 
MUA_KJP_00423back 
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[Postmarked 1 October 1951] 
Dear Karlo, 
We begin fall housecleaning today & it behooves me to stay out for a week. So today I am 
taking Marie Doro to the Mercurio. It is cold. The heat is on. Yesterday we had a fire in the 
fireplace, indeed. 
Love, Carlo 
October 1, 1951   
 
MUA_KJP_00698back 

 

 
[Postmarked 1 October 1951] 
Dear Karl, 
This is Dale Wright who wrote the piece about Harlem & the Communists in the current issue of 
Life. Babilee superb as the Til Eulenspiegel in the ballet last night. I am in the darkroom again 
 
MUA_KJP_00700back 

 

 
[Postmarked 1 October 1951] 
Dear Karlo, 
Dale Wright again. Marlene is as beautiful as she was yesterday, last year, or any time. She is 
more beautiful than her daughter. I'm very glad Frank is better. What you mean -- a package? 
Two, please, on the way. 5 Pennies is a San Francisco actor with the Interplayers, playing 
Gertrude Stein's Yes. 
L, Carlo 
Oct 1. 
 
MUA_KJP_00697back 
 

 

 
[Postmarked 2 October 1951] 
Dear Karlo, 
It begins to look as if more books were lost. Gertrude Stein (second copy) went to you 2 weeks 
ago & the ties package a week ago & not a word from you yet. Yes I saw [name illegible] in the 
Beaton book. 
L, Carlo 
 
MUA_KJP_00696back 
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[Postmarked 7 October 1951] 
Dear Karlo, 
It is raining & I have been working all day. The color pictures of my bullfighters are NG. Beautiful 
colors & nice photography, but no intensity on the part on the subject. I have read The Requiem 
for a Nun, and I wish you could see my fine show in Philadelphia[.] 
Love Carlo 
Sunday 
PTO is James Weldon Johnson 
 
MUA_KJP_00286back 

 

 
[Postmarked 15 October 1951] 
 
Dear Karlo, 
This would be WC Handy. In a minute I am on my way to see Jo Baker's clones - all of them by 
invitation. It seems I can photograph her but probably not till January when she opens a night 
club here. Hugh Laing & Diana Adams dined here last night[.] 
L, Carlo 
 
MUA_KJP_00196back 

 

 
[Postmarked 4 December 1951] 
Dear Karlo, This is Maidie Norman who made a hit in The Well. You never have [mentioned?] 
Mrs. Reiser's JWJ letters before. Will she give them to the Yale Collection? I still don't know 
what the FW is or is it the flu? Photographed Dr. Faustus today. [Word illegible] tonight, after 
dinner. 
L, Carlo 
 
MUA_KJP_00652back 
 

 
[Postmarked 15 December 1951] 
Dear Karlo, This would be Noble Sissle. What a storm last night & we were dining out in evening 
clothes & going to Don Juan in Hell. What tribulations & difficulties. Today is pleasanter & I am 
a Camera is ahead of us.  
Love, Carlo 
Dec 15 51 
 
MUA_KJP_00415back 
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[Postmarked 23 December 1951] 
Dear Karlo,  
Noble Sissle of course! I've just read a great book called Clara. I am writing Ethel Waters about 
it at once. It would be a fablous play for her[.] 
Love, Carlo 
 
MUA_KJP_00416back 

 

 
[Postmarked 26 December 1951] 
Dear Karlo, This would be Maidie Norman. Alice B. Toklas writes: "Your lovely card has come. 
[two words illegible] think you own the picture from which the Negro boy dragging the picture 
was reproduced. Do you? If not what is its history? You just don't find things like that ready 
made, not possibly." 
L, Carlo 
 
MUA_KJP_00653back 

 

 
[Postmarked 8 January 1952] 
Dear Karlo,  
I think I gather from your past cards that the ties have at last arrived. But you don't exactly say 
so. Are you tired of their collection? I can stop if you are. Are you tired of bird books. I'm glad 
Frank is better -- But you don't answer Alice's question. 
Love, Carlo 
PTO is Maidie Norman.  
Jan 7 '52 
 
MUA_KJP_00655back 

 

 
[Postmarked 8 January 1952] 
Dear Karlo,  
Florence Reed, Marie Doro for dinner last night. We had WHITE African guinea hen & it was 
marvelous. It is exceedingly cold. 
Love, Carlo 
Jan 7 1952 
 
MUA_KJP_00654back 
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[Postmarked 12 January 1952] 
Dear Karlo,  
Miss Toklas didn't ask what the picture means? She asked if you could tell how the idea came to 
you. Whether you saw something or imagined it. It would be well if you answered. Thanks for a 
[word illegible] of handsome cards. Saw Miss Baker in the Wild & I photographed Rawn 
Spearman (colored tenor & beauty boy) today. 
Love, Carlo 
Jan. 12 '52 
 
MUA_KJP_00656back 

 

 
[Postmarked 18 January 1952] 
Jan 18 
Dear Karlo,  
What do you mean, I'm mysterious? Anything but[.] Question me! 
L, Carlo 
 
MUA_KJP_00417back 

 
 

 
[Postmarked 24 January 1952] 
Dear Karlo, This is Leontyne Price - more about her anon. A friend of mine in London is sending 
me a book of birds photographed from an airplane. If they are good, it will be yours! Another 
book went to you yesterday.  
L, Carlo 
 
MUA_KJP_00359back 
 

 

[Postmarked 25 January 1952] 
Dear Karlo, You asked me why my name is not mentioned on the new Bessie Smith records. But 
it is! Why am I mysterious? PTO is Leontyne Price (more about her) holding a Seralee Doll. 
Antony & Cleopatra tomorrow!  
Love, Carlo 
Jan 25 
 
MUA_KJP_00360back 
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[Postmarked 27 January 1952]  
Leontyne Price, dear Karlo, is from Laurel, Miss. Where Blanche du Bois in Streetcar Named 
Desire came from. a rich woman there is backing her. She studies with a friend of mine at the 
Julliard School and has sung a private concert and a public opera (Richard Strauss). She has 
beauty, lovely voice, intelligence & poise. You will hear from her! 
L, Carlo 
 
MUA_KJP_00361back 

 

 
[Postmarked 30 January 1952] 
Dear Karlo, Cold weather - 10 above today. Hasn't the Yale Gazette arrived yet. These awful 
post offices! Sunday I photograph another group of ballet girls.  
L, Carlo 
 
MUA_KJP_00418back 

 

 
[Postmarked 31 January 1952] 
Dear Karlo, I am the least mysterious man in the world. My life is an open book & everybody 
knows how I feel on practically any subject, so I think you had better explain! 
L, Carlo 
 
MUA_KJP_00419back 

 

 
[Postmarked 10 February 1952] 
Feb 10.52. 
Dear Karlo 
Leontyne Price again. I am very busy & love it. Never a dull moment. But I want to see Pal Joey! 
L, Carlo. 
MUA_KJP_00362back 
 

 
[Postmarked 21 February 1952] 
Dear Karlo. This is Leontyne Price with a Saralee [sic] Doll. Thanks for your beautiful cards. 
[Markova?] for dinner last night. Hearing Evelyn Williams in a Dickens reading tonight. 
Tomorrow the ballet, also dropping in to Top Banana to see a strip tease girl with Alvin Colt.  
L, Carlo 
Give Ethel W. my love 
 
MUA_KJP_00363back 

http://digitalmarquette.cdmhost.com/u?/p128701coll2,750
http://digitalmarquette.cdmhost.com/u?/p128701coll2,1449
http://digitalmarquette.cdmhost.com/u?/p128701coll2,1434
http://digitalmarquette.cdmhost.com/u?/p128701coll2,756
http://digitalmarquette.cdmhost.com/u?/p128701coll2,753


 

 

48 

 

 
[Postmarked 23 February 1952] 
Dear Karlo, To the ballet again last night with Dick [Banks?]. Today I work in the darkroom. 
Thanks a lot for the beautiful drawings & cards & I am glad you are answering questions at last.  
L, Carlo 
 
MUA_KJP_00420back 
 

 

 
[Postmarked 24 February 1952] 
Dear Karlo, This in Leontyne Price again who made a hit last week as Mistress Ford in Verdi's 
Falstaff, with a Saralee [sic] Doll. - I'm going to Ruth Ford's today & the ballet tonight. A party 
for Carrie Beaton tomorrow! 
L. Carlo 
Feb 24 
 
MUA_KJP_00364back 
 

 

[Postmarked 9 March 1952] 
Dear Karlo, 
This would be Rawn Spearman[,] tenor[,] who goes to Paris in 4 Saints in 3 Acts. As soon as I can 
get them packed you will get some beautiful Birds! 
Love, Carlo 
 
MUA_KJP_00683back 
 
 

 

 
[Postmarked 12 March 1952] 
Dear Karlo, 
This is Rawn Spearman who goes to Paris with Virgil Thomson's 4 Saints and Leontyne Price 
goes either with that or Porgy. A lovely sunny day for my Berlin Boy to come into New York! 
Love, Carlo 
Mch. 12 '52 
NO announcement from Gertrude. 
 
MUA_KJP_00684back 
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[Postmarked 13 May 1952] 
Dear Karlo, 
Rawn Spearman going to Paris in 4 Saints: -- saw Stalag 17 (which I adore) again last night. Met 
B[eatrice] Lillie in The Gotham. 
Love, Carlo 
 
MUA_KJP_00685back 

 

 
[Postmarked 3 November 1952]  
Dear Karlo, action in the galleries seems to have stopped on account the accellerated speed of 
LIFE[.] No one has time for anything any more but here is adorable Eartha Kitty 
L, Carlo 
 
MUA_KJP_00292back 

 

 
[Postmarked 6 November 1952] 
Dear Karlo,  
You are a brave man to sit through the snows of K! And no word from Miss Dietrich but here is 
Miss Kitt!  
Love. Carlo 
Nov 6 
 
MUA_KJP_00293back 

 
[Postmarked 21 November 1952] 
Dear Karlo, That is a very early view of Cedar Rapids. About 1492 I would think. It doesn't look 
like that now. Hurd Hatfield will be photographed tonight. 
L, Carlo 
 
MUA_KJP_00294back 

 
[Postmarked 22 November 1952]  
In this series, dear Karlo, Miss Kitty is singing "Monotonous." Yesterday I photographed Hurd 
Hatfield in Venus Observed. Tomorrow I meet the Barraults. Monday I see them in Occupe toi 
d'Amelie, a french farce I loved in Paris in 1908.  
L, Carlo 
Nov 22 
 
MUA_KJP_00296back 
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[Postmarked 22 November 1952] 
The drawing in the letter is so fine! 
Dear Karlo, Thanks for the beautiful cards[.] I am sorry it is not Frank's Lady Day but I am sure 
his will be better.  
L, Carlo 
Saturday 
 
MUA_KJP_00295back 

 

 
[Postmarked 24 November 1952] 
Dear Karlo, Three fine cards from you today. Mrs. Chapman gave a very fine party for the Jean-
Louis Barraults yesterday[.] Markova was there [Mrs.?] Willy Maugham. Lucia Chase, Lincoln 
Kirstein, & hundreds of others. Jarmila Novotna. Tonight Occupe toi d'Amelie with Les 
Barraults. 
L, Carlo 
 
MUA_KJP_00297back 
 

 

 
[Postmarked 25 November 1952] 
Dear Karlo,  
Occupe-toi D'Amelie with the Barrault & Renand last night. I hadn't seen this farce since the 
original production in Paris in 1908 but the reconstruction was divine. Terrific! Tonight the 
Ballet & here is more Kitt singing Monotonous as in all the standing over.  
Love, Carlo 
 
MUA_KJP_00298back 
 
 

 
[Postmarked 2 December 1952] 
Dear Karlo.  
Barrault in Hamlet is terrific: the last word. The new [broom?]. Everything beautiful & grand. I 
hope I can photograph him in that. I hope I can photograph him and Renaud[.] 
Love, Carlo 
Dec 2. 52 
 
MUA_KJP_00299back 
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[Postmarked 3 December 1952] 
Dear Karlo, There is a blizzard, a lot of snow, & I am giving a party tonight! A big party. I'll write 
you about that. I am happy you are coming in January.  I'll try to give you a party too!  
L, Carlo 
December 3, 52 
 
MUA_KJP_00300back 

 

 
[Postmarked 4 December 1952] 
Dec  4, 1952 
Dear Karlo, If Gertrude & Frank are still with you bestow my love upon them. Last night I gave a 
big supper party attended by 12 young men. Tonight a party for Cecil Beaton & Eileen Herlie & 
the ballet. Thanks for your handsome cards.  
Love, Carlo 
 
MUA_KJP_00301back 

 

 
[Postmarked 5 December 1952] 
Dear Karlo, 
A big party last night at 6 for Eileen Herlie & Cecil Beaton: Ray Bolger, both Gish girls, Zorina, 
Arthur Lawrence, Louise Rainer, Cyril Ritchards, etc etc. I skipped a dinner dance, even more 
brilliant & an evening party & went to the ballet which was marvellous, with Melissa Hayden 
distinguishing herself in a big way. 
L, Carlo 
The town is a buzz with Bette Davis rumors. 
 
MUA_KJP_00302back 

 

 
[Postmarked 6 December 1952] 
Dear Karlo 
Eartha Kitt is still singing Monotonous. Next week every evening is taken[.] This is getting to be 
monotonous too! The weather is fine for a change. Did I tell you I am now wearing bangs? 
L, Carlo 
Dec 6, 52 
 
MUA_KJP_00303back 
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[Postmarked 8 December 1952] 
Dear Karlo, 
Four handsome cards today. Dorothy Peterson, suffering with arthritis too is on a saltless diet. I 
frequently go there for a saltless meal which is right up my alley as I am not fond of salt. My 
new bangs are sensational & I am quite in love with ME! 
L, Carlo 
Dec. 8 
 
MUA_KJP_00304back 
 

 
[Postmarked 9 December 1952] 
Dear Karlo, 
Barrault was terrific in Les Fausses Confidences & a pantomime last night. Today work & 
tomorrow I hope to get into the darkroom again. But I have taken no pictures for a long time. 
Everybody is too busy!  
Love, Carlo 
Dec 9, 1952 
 
MUA_KJP_00305back 
 

 
[Postmarked 11 December 1952] 
Dear Karlo, 
No, I have no Nadelman, but I knew him well. Rita Gam didn't come last night, nor her husband 
Sidney Lumet, but everybody else did & it was a nice party. Today is vile & I am confined to the 
home! 
L, Carlo 
Dec. 11.52 
 
MUA_KJP_00306back 

 

 
[12 December 1952] 
 
Dear Karlo, 
At last a fine day for a change[.] I printed Aileen & me in the kitchen yesterday & tomorrow I'll 
do some of me with BANGS. 
L, Carlo 
Friday 
 
MUA_KJP_00307back 
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[Postmarked March 1953] 
Dear Karlo 
Thanks for Wilde! Zachary Scott & Ruth Ford here for dinner last night & were photographed in 
practically every angle[.] 
Love Carlo 
Juanita Hall too! 
 
MUA_KJP_00253back 

 

 
[Postmarked 9 March 1953] 
Dear Karlo, 
This is Earle Hyman as the Prince of Morocco in The Merchant of Venice. He flies to London 
today. Please tell me about your "mixed wedding," which you [scarcely?] mention.  
Love, Carlo 
March 19, 1953 
 
MUA_KJP_00273back 

 

 
[Postmarked 12 March 1953] 
Dear Karlo, 
A party here last night. Geo[,] Philippa & Josephine Schuyler, Mrs. James Weldon Johnson, 
Martha Flowers (P.T.O.)[,] Harold Jackman, Saul, Donald Gallup, Gerri Major, Georgia O'Keefe, 
Alan Priest (Curator Oriental Collection Met Museum.) I showed my Negro series! 
L, Carlo 
March 12, 1953 
 
MUA_KJP_00572back 

 

 
[Postmarked 14 March 1953] 
Dear Karlo, 
Martha Flowers of whom I hope you will hear plenty from. Gertrude slays me with her prison 
exposes. And I sent her 2 of our pictures on P.C. 
Love 
Carlo 
March 14, 1953 
 
MUA_KJP_00579back 
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[Postmarked 17 March 1953] 
Dear Karlo, 
Lili is a good film. But do see me about Canadian transportations made by the Canadians [Hall?] 
Film Board. It is terrific. PTO is Marian Anderson. Ave Maria: Love[,] Carlo 
March 17. 53 
 
MUA_KJP_00024back 
 

 

 
Dear Sir & Esquire, 
The books are on their way to Milwaukee. Look at all the colored eggs first (Volume IV)[.] They 
are fascinating. The gallery is very busy this week. Too busy, but you will get the results. PTO is 
Beauford Delaney, the painter. 
Love, Carlo 
Mch 23.53 
 
MUA_KJP_00149back 
 

 

 
[Postmarked 23 March 1953] 
Dear Karlo, PTO is Lorenzo Newby. I got the Bird Books (4 volumes) not as grand as the 
Japanese one but fabulous, none the less. The egg pictures are terrific & prolonged! 
L, Carlo 
Sunday 
 
MUA_KJP_00649back 
 

 

 
[Postmarked 28 March 1953] 
Dear Karlo, 
Think of your dreaming about me! I hope it was a sweet dream. It continues to rain hard. No let 
up. 
Love, Carlo 
Mch 28 '53 
 
MUA_KJP_00706back 
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[Postmarked 30 March 1953] 
Dear Karlo, 
So this is Martha Flowers. A young sailor from Norfolk named Gaya is calling on me today & I 
visit the dentist & the hair dresser. The weather STINks. 
Love, Carlo 
Monday 
 
MUA_KJP_00574back 

 

 
[Postmarked 5 April 1953] 
Dear Karlo, 
Easter has brought out the sun. Beauty blazes everywhere & we go to the country. If I see any 
eggs I'll save them for you! 
Love 
Carlo 
April 4, 53 
 
MUA_KJP_00274back 

 

 
Dear Karlo, 
The sun is shining brightly & tonight I go to hear Martha Flowers (PTO) sing Cosi Fan Tutti! I 
hope Frank feels better. 
So love Carlo 
April 15, 1953 
 
MUA_KJP_00573back 

 

 
[Postmarked 20 April 1953] 
Dear Frank- 
Painted again all morning on my owl and on 4 small [orders?] for Bressers! Certainly I hope you 
are feeling better and trust the [docs?]! Reports are good. No Madison people here yet. See you 
later.  
L.K. 
4.20.53 
 
MUA_KJP_00181back 
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[Postmarked 1 May 1953] 
Dear Karlo, 
This is Jonothan Brice, Carol's brother & her accompanist. Gertrude & Frank dined with us last 
night. I always think when I see her how much she resembles her own paintings. Frank is 
deliriously happy about his book. 
Love, Carlo. 
Friday 
 
MUA_KJP_00710back 

 

 
[Postmarked 4 May 1953] 
Dear Karlo, 
The weather continues cloudy & rainy but I have finished my review of Langston's work for the 
Times & can go to work seeing the Ballet which opens this week. 
Love, 
Carlo 
May 3. (Jonathan Brice) 
 
MUA_KJP_00705back 
 

 
[Postmarked 27 May 1953] 
Dear Karlo, Yes I have photographed Miss Ulric & also Miss Gilda Gray, Milwaukee girls! And 
Mr. Warfield's stories were 1000 p. Going to look at our apartment this A.M. I gave your 
message to Miss Pringle but she said proudly she had a card from you. 
Love to you, Sir & Esquire 
Carlo 
May 26, '53 
 
MUA_KJP_00648back 
 

 
[Postmarked 31 May 1953] 
Thanks for the page & I am glad Frank is sehr besser! 
May 30, 1953 
Dear Karlo, I finished printing Leontyne Price today. Here she is in Porgy & Bess. It is moving. 
Nothing settled about moving yet but I think I'll give a [birthday?] party.  
Love, Carlo 
 
MUA_KJP_00365back 

 

http://digitalmarquette.cdmhost.com/u?/p128701coll2,2250
http://digitalmarquette.cdmhost.com/u?/p128701coll2,2244
http://digitalmarquette.cdmhost.com/u?/p128701coll2,1962
http://digitalmarquette.cdmhost.com/u?/p128701coll2,792


 

 

57 

 

 
[Postmarked 2 June 1953] 
Dear Karlo, 
This is Martha Flowers. The Russian picture of Sadko is the most beautiful I have ever seen but 
the plot & dialogue are innocuous. The ballets are beautiful. 
Love, Carlo 
 
MUA_KJP_00575back 
 

 

 
[Postmarked 24 June 1953] 
Dear Karlo, 
A long letter from Earle Hyman (PTO) who is in London. I am working hard on letters getting 
them ready for Yale. Glad Frank is so much better. I am seeing a replica of that 2 hour TV show 
tonight at the Modern Museum.  
Love to you, sir & esquire! 
Carlo 
June 24.53 
 
MUA_KJP_00275back 
 

 

 
[Postmarked 26 June 1953] 
Dear Karlo: 6 pelicans! You amaze me! But of course we have pellingtons (I always call them 
that) in Central Park. I'm glad the Box arrived. 
 
MUA_KJP_00717back 
 
 

 

 
[Postmarked 29 June 1953] 
Happy Birthday to you! dear Karlo, Happy Birthday to you! No apartment. I have more or less 
stopped taking photographs for the summer. But I'll take a few. The weather is hot.  
Love, Carlo 
June 28.53 
 
MUA_KJP_00276back 
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[Postmarked 29 June 1953] 
Dear Karlo, 
4 cards from you today! And very handsome ones! It is very hot, but I am working overtime, 
trying to rid myself of possessions. What a job! 
Love, Carlo 
June 29. 
Happy Birthday to you! 
 
MUA_KJP_00715back 
 
 

 
[Postmarked 30 June 1953] 
Dear Karlo 
Joyce & I wish you a happy birthday! It will be a hot one. No doubt. Love to you, Sir & Esquire, 
Carlo 
 
MUA_KJP_00719back 
 
 

 
[Postmarked 1 June 1953] 
Dear Karlo, 
Leontyne Price singing the Astrologie number from Henri Sauguet's La Voyante. The weather is 
fine but no luck about the apartments. 
Love 
Carlo 
 
MUA_KJP_00367back 
 
 

 
[Postmarked 1 June 1953] 
Dear Karlo, The temperature is now down to 50[degrees], it still is cloudy & rains frequently. 
But the pigeons are breeding! I am working on material now to go to the new apartment.  
Love, Carlo 
Leontyne Price as Bess in Porgy & Bess. 
 
MUA_KJP_00366back 
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Dear Karlo, 
I can tell you nothing about moving yet, because nothing has been decided. The weather is fine 
& I am getting rid of a lot of things. PTO is Leontyne Price singing Chiromancie in La Voyante by 
Henri Sauguet. Fanfare at the ballet last night was nearly as good as the Coronation. A party at 
Lincoln Kirstein's after. 
Love, Carlo 
June 3, 1953 
 
MUA_KJP_00368back 

 

 
[Postmarked 5 June 1953] 
Dear Karlo, 
Leontyne Price takes "snow" in Porgy & Bess. I don't know when we will move but it won't be 
right away. The immediate rush to get out is over! 
Love 
Carlo 
The heat is beginning. 
 
MUA_KJP_00369back 
 

 
[Postmarked 6 June 1953] 
Dear Karlo, Leontyne Price in Porgy & Bess. I am glad Frank is sehr besser. Thanks for the flock 
of handsome cards. Do report on Billie. I don't know Miss Washington. I can only photograph 
people I know. Besides it is now too hot to photograph and I am too busy packing and 
apartment hunting. 
Love always, 
Carlo 
June 6, 1953 
 
MUA_KJP_00370back 

 
[8 June 1953] 
Dear Karlo, Leontyne Price as Bess. 5 beautiful cards from you this AM. No apartment yet! I 
forget if you know Gerri Major. She is a beautiful lamb & I have sent you many pictures of her[.] 
It is hot, but clear at last.  
Love, 
Carlo 
June 8, 1953 
 
MUA_KJP_00371back 
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[Postmarked 10 June 1953] 
Dear Karlo, 
Thanks for your picture letter from Chicago. PTO is Joyce Bryant. Still packing but no lease yet. 
What a nuisance. 
Love, Carlo 
June 10 '53. 
 
MUA_KJP_00723back 

 

 
[Postmarked 12 June 1953] 
Dear Karlo, 
What indeed wonderful news about Frank. [Give him?] my love. PTO is Leontyne Price as Bess. 
Leontyne will be here for my birthday late & Warfield is coming for dinner. Love to you, dear 
esquire! 
Carlo 
 
MUA_KJP_00372back 
 

 

 
[Postmarked 15 June 1953] 
Dear Karlo -- 
Walter White's son is named Carl Dunn White (after me & Clarence Dunn) and Not W.W.J. I 
know nothing about his radio activities but he sings baritone. Jet has it that Pearl & her Belson 
are rifting. I've never heard Joyce sing. 
Love, Carlo 
June 15 
 
MUA_KJP_00726back 
 

 

 
[Postmarked 15 June 1953] 
Dear Karlo, 
Hundreds of beautiful cards came from you today! Hundreds! Thank you. I don't know what a 
glass [word illegible] is. No apartment yet. Of course I want to go to the champagne party with 
you & Billie! 
Love, Carlo 
 
MUA_KJP_00727back 
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[Postmarked 19 June 1953] 
Dear Karlo, 
The Knopfs gave a wonderful lunch for me (venison) as I share June 17 with their son. John 
Hersey who is also a June 17 boy was also present as was Jascha Heifetz & his new wife. The 
weather was perfect. 
Love, Carlo 
I'll take a new card to tell about my party. 
June 18 '53 
 
MUA_KJP_00724back 
 

 
[Postmarked 22 June 1953] 
Dear Sir & Esquire, 
A lot of things including a square grand piano just went out of here but I no longer think of 
moving & will stick here as long as I can. Love to you., paternal Sir! Did Billie come to 
Milwaukee? Saul's picture was in color but I'll ask him about it. Your pelican sounds fabulous. 
You'll find a ostrich next or a flamingo! 
Carlo. 
Monday 
 
MUA_KJP_00725back 

 

 
[Postmarked 30 June 1953] 
Dear Karlo, 
Your chicken card is adorable! I think we have found a place! The weather is divine & NYC is fit 
to live in! 
Love, Carlo 
June 11, 1953 
PTO is Joyce Bryant 
 
MUA_KJP_00722back 

 
[Postmarked 10 July 1953] 
Dear Karlo, 
Leontyne Price again in a concert dress. No bird stories in the Times today. 
Love 
Carlo 
July 10.53 
 
MUA_KJP_00373back 
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[Postmarked 10 July 1953] 
Dear Karlo, 
The sun is bright & it is cool. I plan to play a little today for a change, but there are still 
thousands of things to do before I move. 
Love, Carlo 
PTO is Leontyne Price in a concert dress. 
 
MUA_KJP_00374back 

 

 
[Postmarked 10 July 1953] 
Dear Karlo, 
Star Birds & Sun Birds to you. Blooming birds & Precious Stone Birds, moon birds & [deal?] 
birds, all birds to you & 4 brown buddies! 
Carlo (love) 
July 10.53 
 
MUA_KJP_00375back 

 

 
[Postmarked 14 July 1953] 
Dear Karlo, 
I'm glad Frank feels better, if only temporarily. I agree with you that Joyce Bryant's published 
photographs are horrible. The weather continues fine. 
Love,  
Carlo 
July 14 '53 
 
MUA_KJP_00711back 
 

 
[Postmarked 14 July 1953] 
"Spoons" Brown in This is the Army, but he's dead now, dear Karlo. Your cards are lovely. I 
loved the signed Dizzy and the drawing of the girl with the necklace & topknot. My PRIEBE 
Collection is fabulous. Harrison Thompson (a beautiful skater) is going to paint me -- my 30th oil 
portrait! And I got to Jimmie Daniels' club at last. He sang Nature Boy sotte voce as if he were 
sorta ashamed to sing it out loud. Ram Gopal is coming to be photographed on Saturday but no 
Dizzy yet! 
L, Carlo.   
 
MUA_KJP_00713back 
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[Postmarked 20 July 1953] 
Dear Karlo, 
Martha Flowers for you! I am very hot (it is freezing in London) & working too hard for 
enjoyment. Thanks for your beautiful cards. I liked the Pecking [word illegible]. Do you know 
anything about the author? 
Love, Carlo 
July 20, 1953 
 
MUA_KJP_00577back 
 

 
[Postmarked 21 July 1953] 
Dear Karlo, 
The weather continues unbearable, but I bear it! I still am packing & going over material, & last 
night, I'm very sorry I saw Magnani in Volcano! 
Love  
Carlo 
 
MUA_KJP_00578back 
 

 
[Postmarked 1 August 1953] 
Dear Karlo, A pretty bird came from you this AM. The weather is fine. I have been writing a 
book review, but I am finished with the first draft. 
Love, 
Carlo 
Leontyne Price as Bess 
Porgy & Bess 
Aug 1, 1953 
 
MUA_KJP_00376back 

 
[Postmarked 30 December 1953] 
 
Dear Karlo, 
Here we have Earle Hyman as Othello. I seem to be working at photographs again. Times Gone 
By is a fascinating picture, [particularly?] The Trial of Frine with the marvelous [sic] Gina 
Lollobrigida. 
Love, Carlo 
Dec 30 
 
MUA_KJP_00277back 
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[Postmarked 31 December 1953] 
Dear Karlo, 
Happy New Year to you & Frank.  
& Earle Hyman as Othello. 
Love, Carlo 
 
MUA_KJP_00278back 

 

 
[Postmarked 8 January 1954]  
Dear Karlo,  
Of course I saw Jane Bowles play. It is great & Judith Anderson is terrific in it. Terrific. Everybody 
else is good too & what a play! I will make time for your friend from S.F. if he is pretty but you 
don't ever tell me his name. Ask this to call me - after you send his name. 
My postcards came. 
Dec. 8, 1954 
 
MUA_KJP_00279back 

 

 
[Postmarked 11 January 1954] 
Dear Karlo, I have written you several times about In The Summer House. It is terrific & I like it 
even better than Two Serious Ladies. Today I am going to see Maurice Grosser's painting. In 
[word illegible] of the [stones?]. The apartment is a shambles. 
Love, Carlo 
Jan 11, 1954 
 
MUA_KJP_00280back 
 

 

 
[1954?] 
Dear Karlo, I still feel rotten with the stummick. But the day is so beautiful I've decided to cross 
the park & investigate the new show at the Metropolitan. Even at home, I work. I have been 
reading [scandalous?] letters & destroying them (unwillingly)[.] Some of them are works of art.  
Love to you  
Carlo 
Jan 17 
 
MUA_KJP_00281back 
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[Postmarked 19 January 1954] 
Dear Karlo, 
I'm glad you are well enough to write cards again & that Franko is well enough to receive 
orchids! It is warm again! What a winter! I didn't know Miss It was in Europe. Thursday I see 
Miss Bailey in the flesh! 
Love, Carlo 
Jan 19.54 
 
MUA_KJP_00282back 
 

 
[Postmarked 22 January 1954] 
Dear Karlo, 
It was Dorothy Dandridge last night at La Vie en Rose & not Pearl who has gone to Europe again 
to join her man. I was glad because I have never heard Dorothy Dandridge in a night club & she 
is enchanting & marvellously dressed. Her great number was If You won't see your baby every 
night, You won't see her at all! - Eartha is going to Las Vegas April 10. & {ŜōǊŜŜΩǎ Ǉƭŀȅ is not yet 
right [&?] doubtful!  
L, Carlo 
Jan 22. 54 
 
MUA_KJP_00283back 
 

 
[Postmarked 10 February 1954] 
Dear Karlo, 
It is incredible but my questions remain unanswered, and I never ask anything unless I want to 
know. PTO is Roland Hayes. I saw Harry Belafonte last night & he promises to come next week!  
Love, Carlo 
So does Hermione Gingold. 
Feb 10 
 
MUA_KJP_00197back 
 

 
[Postmarked 11 February 1954] 
Dear Karlo 
Roland Hayes again. Not a question answered yet. Why are you so obstinate. 
L, Carlo 
 
MUA_KJP_00198back 
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[Postmarked 17 February 1954] 
Really, Mr. Priebe, you are exasterating [sic]. In an effort to be helpful I have asked you 63 times 
if you know what the wooden bird is used for, & now you write: "The wooden bird is a delight." 
This is my final attempt to get you to answer my question. 
PTO is, of course, Roland Hayes, 
L, Carlo 
Tuesday 
 
MUA_KJP_00199back 

 

 
[Postmarked 19 March 1954] 
Dear Karlo, 
There is nothing to understand except that you refuse to answer questions, sometimes once, 
but even twice. So we will stop asking them. I'm very, very sorry about Frank. Please give him 
my love. And try to be a better boy. 
Love, Carlo 
Mch 18 
You don't answer the question about the bird [stick?] even now!!!! 
PTO is Harry Belafonte 
 
MUA_KJP_00090back 

 

 
Harry Belafonte sings Hold 'em, Joe 
Thank you for the pretty bird cards etc. 
Spring is here & the Park is alive [.] 
L, Carlo 
Mch 26.54 
 
MUA_KJP_00094back 

 

 
Dear Karlo. 
You are a wild one after your odd behaviors, asking me questions! I don't even dare ask you 
about Frank. But I am brave enough to tell you that Beauties of the Night is a fine picture. 
Love, Carlo 
Mch 27 
 
MUA_KJP_00085back 
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Dear Karlo, 
I saw Beauties of the Night for the second time last night. What a film! Better look at this as 
soon as you can. 
Love, Carlo 
Mch 28.54 
 
MUA_KJP_00086back 
 

 

 
[Postmarked 2 April 1954] 
Dear Karlo. All right then. Take in Fan-Fan The Tulip. That is wonderful too. I am giving a 
showing of Stage Door Canteen pictures on Tuesday, want to come? 
L, Carlo 
April 2 
 
MUA_KJP_00200back 
 

 

 
[Postmarked 5 April 1954] 
Dear Karlo, 
Harry Belafonte sings Hold em, Joe, in Almanac. It is freezing cold & I'm afraid all the greens in 
the park will be frozen. 
L, Carlo 
April 4, 1954 
 
MUA_KJP_00092back 
 
 

 

 
[Postmarked 6 April 1954] 
Dear Karlo, Our winter has come at last. It is very cold. It snows & it rains. The poor trees & 
flowers, half way out, are bewildered[.] I am showing my Stage Door Canteen pictures tonight.  
Love, Carlo 
April 6. 1954 
 
MUA_KJP_00095back 
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Dear Karlo, 
Thanks for the chicken snake. I love snakes. Today I see a preview of By the Beautiful Sea (with 
Shirley Booth)[.] 
L, Carlo 
April 8.54 
 
MUA_KJP_00087back 

 
 

 
Dear Karlo, 
The University of New Mexico Press announces this AM that it will publish Edward Lueders 
book about me. More on wine than oil. & Klaus Jonas has found 700 items for my bibliography 
which, I hope can be subscribed too! 
L, Carlo 
April 10.54 
 
MUA_KJP_00089back 

 
 

 
[Postmarked 14 April 1954] 
April 14. 54  
Dear Karlo, Lueders book is not a biography but rather a book about my books. You wrote me in 
1949 to photograph Harry Belafonte as he was a friend of Frank's. at that time I couldn't find 
him! 
L. Carlo 
 
MUA_KJP_00100back 
 

 

 
[Postmarked 17 April 1954] 
Dear Karlo, 
I don't know how I could plan to photograph Dinah Washington. No one I know knows her, & I 
have never even heard her. But I am working on Neal Barnes at present. 
L, Carlo 
April 17.54 
 
MUA_KJP_00101back 
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[Postmarked 18 April 1954] 
Dear Karlo, 
Easter Sunday was [bone sucking?] after a day of pouring rain. But we are not going to the 
country house [.] FM is not well. 
L, Carlo 
Harry Belafonte sings "hold em, Joe" in Almanac. 
 
MUA_KJP_00093back 
 

 

 
[Postmarked 20 April 1954] 
Dear Karlo, Nothing astounding about a good memory. Of course I remembered Bellafonte was 
a friend of Frank! We passed a very quiet Easter as FM had a bad stomach & couldn't go to the 
country. 
L. Carlo 
 
MUA_KJP_00201back 

 
 

 
[Postmarked 22 April 1954] 
Dear Karlo, 
Dick Banks brought 2 pretty members here yesterday: Michael Maule, the dancer, and Tom 
Ayre. They will be photographed soon.  
Love, Carlo 
April 22 
 
MUA_KJP_00102back 
 
 

 

 
April 26. 54 
Dear Karlo. The galleries are working again. Iris Mabry hier soir et Michael Maule damain [sic] 
soir- 
Love Carlo 
 
MUA_KJP_00097back 
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[Postmarked 26 April 1954] 
Dear Karlo, Some-where in the middle week Dorothy Dandridge is to sing Julie in Showboat - 
This character - originally "created" by Helen Morgan has never been sung by a mulatto before 
which it should be! I like to hear D.D. 
Love, Carlo 
April 25 
 
MUA_KJP_00096back 

 

 
[Postmarked 27 April 1954] 
Dear Karlo, 
You seem to go every year to see the Prairie [Chickens?] dance & here [sic] their boom. It must 
be good. They have, I gather, a special day or week for their exhibition.  
L, Carlo 
April 27.54 
 
MUA_KJP_00103back 

 

 
Dear Karlo, 
Michael Maule was perfectly photographed yesterday in 3 costumes. So you can see the 
galleries have opened with a Bang. He is a sweet boy & red-headed & a good dancer. We'll have 
him for you on postcards prochainment! The weather is bad. Thank you for the hordes of 
handsome pc. 
L, Carlo 
April 28, 1954 
 
MUA_KJP_00104back 

 

 
Dear Karlo, 
Today is a Shakespeare lunch at which all the stars of New York, who have nothing to do with 
him, appear. Tonight is a piano recital by the beautiful Philippa Schuyler. We shall sit in a box 
with the Lin Yutang & George Schuyler. 
L, Carlo 
April 29.54 
 
MUA_KJP_00105back 
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Dear Karlo, 
Marian Seldes visits the studio today, which is warm. I am cleaning up odds & ends & trying to 
get the place in some sort of shape! A letter Chamberlain of which I do not understand a single 
word. 
Love, Carlo 
May 29, 1954 
 
MUA_KJP_00714back 

 

 
[Postmarked 20 July 1954]  
Dear Karlo,  
Bill Warfield (PTO) & his wife were sensational at the stadium last night in the Gershwin 
[evening?]. 
L, Carlo 
July 20, 1954 
 
MUA_KJP_00436back 

 
 

 
[Postmarked ? July 1954] 
Dear Karlo, Again the great William Warfield. I am writing a preface to a book of short stories by 
Chester Himes. Last night Mercedes de Acosta walked into the Woman's Exchange with a 
slightly moth-eaten Greta Garbo. Only one waitress stared. The weather is fine but hot.  
Love Carlo 
 
MUA_KJP_00435back 

 
 

 
[Postmarked 22 July 1954] 
July 22, 1954 
Dear Karlo 
Congratulations on your sensational TV appearance. How many Charley aƻǳǘƘΩǎ have you 
done? I have two! 
L, Carlo 
 
MUA_KJP_00434back 
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Dear Karlo, No news of that poor wing-clipped conure. I guess a butcher bird got him on a 
shribe or maybe Rhoda [Penmark?]! PTO is, of course, William Warfield. The weather is cooler 
& I have more to do than usual.  
Love, carlo 
Aug 6, 1954 
 
MUA_KJP_00438back 

 

 
[Postmarked 9 August 1954] 
Dear Karlo, For days I have been [picking?] books & letters to go to you. I don't have time to 
pick up any news & nobody telephones.  
Love Carlo 
No birds in the papers.  
Sunday 
 
MUA_KJP_00437back 

 
 

 
[Postmarked 11 August 1954] 
Dear Karlo,  
This is John O. Killens, author of Young Blood. Last night I saw Marlon Brando in On the 
Waterfront & loved it & him. It's really a wonderful film & Leonard Bernstein's music is 
marvelous. 
L, Carlo 
Aug 11 
 
MUA_KJP_00613back 
 

 

 
[Postmarked 12 August 1954] 
Dear Karlo,  
John O. Killens again. No letter or card from you for 2 days and I am alarmed. The weather here 
is cold -- it was 50 when I got up this A.M. We are giving a planters punch party in two weeks. 
Tonight a preview of the movie Brigadoon with Irene Sharaff who designed the costumes. 
L, Carlo. 
 
MUA_KJP_00611back 
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[Postmarked 13 August 1954] 
Dear Karlo,  
I'm glad you are pleased with the Ewing material. I am not pleased with Brigadoon, except with 
the costumes & Hugh Laing! 
L, Carlo 
Aug 13 
 
MUA_KJP_00612back 

 

 
[Postmarked 15 August 1954] 
Dear Karlo,  
Yesterday I saw a fabulous bird tie (only one to be had) at Spauldings & got it for you 
immediately. Alas on my way home I lost it. How awful! I'll do my best to locate another. 
L, Carlo 
 
MUA_KJP_00614back 
 

 
[Postmarked 28 August 1954] 
Dear Karlo.  
Thanks for more handsome pictures and thank you for Edwin Mathews. We evidently think 
alike & if he ever came to New York, I'd like to photograph him! 
L, Carlo 
 
MUA_KJP_00264back 

 
Golden Coach. Today it is the Little World of Don Camillo. Presently I will be printing again. I 
haven't yet finished the Holder Wedding 
Love, Carlo 
Sept 1 [1955?] 
 
MUA_KJP_00619back 

 
PTO is again George Lamming from Barbados. 
Dear Karlo, 
There seems to be a painter named Abercrombie who lives in Milwaukee. Any relation to 
Gertrude? The weather is better & soon I shall be printing again. 
Love, Carlo 
Sept 5, 1955 
 
MUA_KJP_00618back 
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[Postmarked 5 September 1955] 
Dear Karlo,  
Fruhlings Erwarben[?] at the Provincetown has the worst dancing scene I have ever seen on the 
stage. Dizzie is at Carnegie Hall this week! 
L, Carlo 
PTO is George Lamming author of In the Castle of My Skin 
 
MUA_KJP_00617back 
 

 

 
[Postmarked 7 September 1954] 
Dear Karlo, 
I don't know where Pearl is now, but soon she will be in town rehearsing The House of Flowers. 
I will find out how to reach her then. It is hot again. A wonderful dinner with Aileen hier soir. 
Thanks for your handsome cards[.] 
L, Carlo 
Sept. 7, 1954 
 
MUA_KJP_00324back 
 

 

 
[Postmarked 9 September 1954] 
Dear Karlo, aren't these new stamps sensational! Bud [Lorna?] [specials?]! The Ballet Western 
Symphony last night was sensational with Jacques d'Amboise disappearing in the wings with his 
leaps!  
L, Carlo 
 
MUA_KJP_00326back 
 
 

 
[Postmarked 9 September 1954] 
Dear Karlo, Today I am bereft of cards and also of news. Nothing has happened & I slept 9 hours 
last night, but I was sorry not to here from you today.  
Love, Carlo 
Sept 9 1954 
 
MUA_KJP_00325back 
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[Postmarked 10 September 1954]  
Dear Karlo, No cards from you for 2 days. I hope you are okay. It is getting colder & fall is upon 
us! Also the town is getting wilder. Everyone is moving to New York! 
L, Carlo 
 
MUA_KJP_00328back 
 

 
[Postmarked 11 September 1954] 
sept 11 - 1954 
Dear Karlo, Thanks for al the info concerning General Mathews, but you refuse to tell me if he 
will be photographed when he comes to hear you. 
L, Carlo 
 
MUA_KJP_00327back 
 

 
[Postmarked 13 September 1954] 
Sept 13. 54 
Dear Karlo,  
Who is Sandy Ameros? Thanks for telling me about Bankhead article. Aileen & Angus here 
dinner last night.  
L, Carlo 
 
MUA_KJP_00329back 

 
[1954?] 
Sept 14. 
Dear Karlo, I am of course always delighted to learn that Frank is better. Tonight there is a new 
ballet and next week the new plays begin. Meanwhile I have a lot to do & read on in the 
wonderful Son of Oscar Wilde.  
L, Carlo 
 
MUA_KJP_00330back 

 
[Postmarked 15 September 1954] 
Dear Karlo,  
Yes, I have seen Miss Baker's book, thank you. I loved Tallulah on Willie Mays in Look. Saying 
goodbye to George today. He and Elwyn are [lunching?] with me.  
Love, Carlo 
 
MUA_KJP_00332back 
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[Postmarked 16 September 1954] 
Dear Karlo, No card from you today. Yesterday I said goodbye to sweet George. I have good 
times with George & Elwyne  
Love, Carlo 
 
MUA_KJP_00331back 

 

 
[Postmarked 17 September 1954] 
Sept 17 
Dear Karlo,  
Thanks for your beautiful cards. Two of which came today, George & Elwyn have gone out of 
my life, temporarily, I hope! 
Love, Carlo 
 
MUA_KJP_00333back 

 

 
[Postmarked 19 September 1954] 
Dear Karlo, No birds in the papers today. But lots of rain. Rain yesterday. Rain tomorrow. But 
soon you will begin receiving Geoffrey Holder! That will be a major excitement & [lots?] of him! 
Love, Carlo 
 
MUA_KJP_00334back 
 

 
[Postmarked 20 September 1954] 
Dear Karlo, This would be Henry Armstrong[.] No letter or card [from?] you today & lots of rain. 
It has rained every day for a week. 
Love Carlo 
Monday. 
 
MUA_KJP_00031back 

 
[Postmarked 21 September 1954] 
PTO is henry Armstrong . 
Tuesday,  
Dear Karlo, Two pretty cards from you today. More rain. Ladybird Cleveland came to be 
photographed & Geoffrey Holder came to see his pix.  
L, Carlo. 
 
MUA_KJP_00027back 
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[Postmarked 22 September 1954]  
PTO is Henry Armstrong. 
Sept 22.54  
Dear Karlo, Thanks for writing me at last that you are working on Eddie Mathews as a 
photographic subject.  
Thanks and Love, Carlo 
 
MUA_KJP_00035back 
 

 

 
[Postmarked 24 September 1954] 
Dear Karlo, I don't recall sending a package to you, so I don't know what the surprise could be! 
You must tell me. Another fine day and this is the first night of the ballet! 
L, Carlo 
Sept 24 
 
MUA_KJP_00025back 
 
 

 
[Postmarked 27 September 1954] 
Sept 27 
Dear Karlo,  
I do not understand "Two on a party" from Hard Candy. But was enchanted to get 5 cards 
today.  
L. Carlo 
 
MUA_KJP_00037back 
 

 

 
[Postmarked 29 September 1954] 
Dear Karlo, yes, do go hear Bill Warfield. He is miraculous. There is so much going on here, I'll 
never get anything done.  
Love, Carlo 
Sept 29.54  
If you see Eartha Kitt please send me a program for the collection. 
 
MUA_KJP_00034back 
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[Postmarked 30 September 1954] 
Dear Karlo, 
What do you know. The Holliday Book Shop sent you the wrong books, without telling me what 
they did send you? How can I tell you unless you tell me. You [add?] such a prejudinee a follet 
giving facts. 
L, Carlo 
 
MUA_KJP_00036back 

 

 
[Postmarked October 1954] 
 
Did I tell you, dear Karlo, that I remember Carmen McKae very well! She is nearly white & I 
listened to her sing several songs & she is very ordinary. Also, do not miss Beauties of the Night. 
L, Carlo Friday 
 
MUA_KJP_00205back 

 
 

 
[Postmarked October 1954] 
Dear Karlo, 
I'm glad the books are at last coming my way. Gosh, how I need them! The weather is taking a 
cool turn & I am headed towards Brubeck at Basin Street tomorrow night. 
L. Carlo 
PTO is Henry Armstrong 
4 Oct.  6.54 
 
MUA_KJP_00038back 
 

 

 
[Postmarked 10 October 1954] 
Do not miss the [word illegible] in this week's Time. Saw Sinatra yesterday in Suddenly, and 
your report on Mrs. Patterson was pretty short & uninformative, but I thank you for the 
programs. 
L, Carlo 
 
MUA_KJP_00335back 
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Newspaper clipping transcription: 
Marginalia: One of the hundreds of migrating birds that ran into the Empire State Building on 
Wednesday night got wedged in a westwall ventilator in the thirty-fifth floor offices of Schenley 
Research Institute. Dr. Alfred Liebman, laboratory head, fed the bird, housed it under a glass 
bell and, when it seemed to have shaken off shock late Friday afternoon, turned it loose into 
twilight. It gained altitude immediately, vanished toward the south . . . Fall colors in the New 
York Botanical Gardens are already rich and lovely. . . Allen Porter of the Museum of Modern 
Art is trying to trace the bronze rooster that once ornamented the top of the Heckscher 
Building in Fifth Avenue. The museum got it [sic] start in Heckscher Building and Mr. Porter 
wants the rooster for the twenty-fifth anniversary celebration in November. 
 
Handwritten transcription: 
Dear Karlo 
My books aren't here yet. No cards from you today but five yesterday[.] 
L, Carlo 
Oct 11, 1954 
 
MUA_KJP_00338back 
 
 

 
[Postmarked 13 October 1954] 
Dear Karlo, 
The books walked in this morning, as cool as you please, wrapped in confidential, etc. and I 
thank you. Also I finished my Yvette Guilbert article this AM. So love to you! 
Carlo 
Tuesday 
 
MUA_KJP_00336back 
 

 

 
[Postmarked 14 October 1954] 
Dear Karlo, 
Thanks for the Big Brown Bird & E[dward] Matthews in color & I hope soon to be thanking you 
for a program & some sNakes! 
L, Carlo 
 
MUA_KJP_00337back 
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[Postmarked 22 October 1954] 
Dear Karlo, 
Please turn over is Ladybird Cleveland, who is doing several paintings of Eartha Kitt. I have 
photographed two of them and you will see these presently[.] 
L. Carlo 
October 22 '54. 
 
MUA_KJP_00537back 
 

 

 
[Postmarked 1 November 1954] 
PTO is Geoffrey Holder. Markova & her handsome partner here last night being photographed. 
Tonight we see Geraldine Page in the Rainmaker[.] 
L, Carlo 
Nov. 1 
 
MUA_KJP_00206back 
 

 

 
[Postmarked 2 November 1954] 
Dear Karlo, 
PTO is, of course, Geoffrey Holder. Geraldine Page in the Rainmaker is one of the greatest 
experiences I have ever had in the theatre. 
L, Carlo 
 
MUA_KJP_00207back 
 

 

 
[Postmarked 4 November 1954] 
Nov 4, 1954 
Dear Karlo. After a week of cardless days, 3 came from you today. Time plays up Brubeck, but 
the photographs do not resemble him. Mine are better! A photograph of you and M.C. would 
be very desirable. 
L, Carlo 
Nov 4, 1954 
 
MUA_KJP_00216back 
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[Postmarked 5 November 1954] 
Dear Karlo, 
One day this week I received several cards from you but the other days nothing. I am printing 
Brubeck like mad, & soon you will begin to get these. The pictures in Time do not resemble him. 
Love, Carlo 
 
MUA_KJP_00208back 

 

 
Dear Karlo, Geoffrey Holder, Scoogie Brown, and Alfonso Marshall. I don't expect to send 
unusual cards at xmas but I want both of yours, please. Heard Nikolaidi sing yesterday. She is 
out of this world.  
Love to you, sir and esquire  
Carlo 
Nov 8, 1954 
 
MUA_KJP_00218back 

 

 
[Postmarked 10 November 1954] 
Dear Karlo, I am happy to hear of Mrs. Patterson's success & I adore Eartha (Ebony never loses 
a chance to put her down) and I hope both will be successful[.] I'm glad to have the new 
clipping but it is still more for Eartha than the play. 
L. Carlo 
 
MUA_KJP_00219back 

 
[Postmarked 10 November 1954] 
Dear Karlo. Saw the new Spanish dancing Co Teresa and Luisello last night & they are 
magnificent. I loved every second of it! The weather is still warmish and I think winter is a long 
way off! 
L. Carlo 
 
MUA_KJP_00217back 

 
[Postmarked 11 November 1954] 
Dear Karlo, 
More Geoffrey Holder to you, sir! and love from 
Carlo 
 
MUA_KJP_00209back 
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[Postmarked 14 November 1954] 
 
Newsprint text: 
The fellow with sporting instinct who just doesn't find time to get into the woods for a deer of 
his own can buy sets of antlers right now at $5 each at Luchow's in Fourteenth Street. The 
restaurant will handle about 600 head of venison this season and will have about that many 
sets of horns for sale. 
 
Dear Karlo, 
I was one of 30 pall-bearers at Rosamond Johnson's funeral[.] W.C. Handy & Noble Sissle were 
among them! 
L, Carlo 
 
MUA_KJP_00210back 

 
[Postmarked 14 November 1954] 
Dear Karlo.  
So, Ether Waters was at the funeral & I drove her down town. Tonight is Leontyne Price's town 
hall recital & we are having a dinner & theatre party! 
Love, Carlo 
Nov 14, 1954 
 
MUA_KJP_00211back 

 
[Postmarked 2 December 1954] 
Dear Karlo, 
Last night we gave a party. About 10, William Faulkner walked in on the arm of a girl we had 
asked to bring an escort. So I photographed him! 
L. Carlo 
No Dizzy yet!! 
 
MUA_KJP_00535back 

 
[Postmarked 3 December 1954] 
PTO is Clayton Corbin 
Dear Karlo 
No Dizzy yet! No sign of a Dizzy. No Eddie Mathews! Elwyn has gone west & perhaps you will 
see him today. The weather is balmy & this is a green Xmas. 
Love, Carlo. 
 
MUA_KJP_00732back 
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[Postmarked 6 December 1954] 
Dear Karlo 
PTO is Clayton Corbin (ne Smeltz) who, according to Langston Hughes is a great actor. He played 
extensively at Karamu. 
L, Carlo 
Tallulah tonight 
Dec 5 
 
MUA_KJP_00731back 

 

 
[Postmarked 13 December 1954] 
Dear Karlo, 
4 handsome cards from you today. PTO is Ladybird herself. Clayton Corbin, whose photographs 
you will get pronto is playing Pal Joey I think. Good of you to send The New Yoker review not 
here yet. Glad Eddie Matthews is on his way to me. Also Dizzy. 
L. Carlo 
Dec 13. 
 
MUA_KJP_00533back 

 
 

 
[Postmarked 15 December 1954] 
You see, dear Karlo, I think of you always. I hope Dizzy & Monsieur Mathews will soon be 
around. Pretty soon I'll tell you a very pretty story about Marlon Brando. 
L. Carlo 
 
MUA_KJP_00534back 

 
 

 
[Postmarked 16 December 1954] 
PTO is LADYBIRD. 
Dear Karlo, 
Where are Dizzy and Ed Matthews? I am waiting for them with lights and lenses! 
L. Carlo 
Dec 15, 1954 
 
MUA_KJP_00536back 
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Monsieur Geoffrey Holder.  
Dear Karlo. Yesterday I attended a party for Mary Gordon who is 78 but as lively and amusing as 
ever. Today I am seeing the Gate of Hell again, the most beautiful of movies! Tomorrow I take 
Elwyn & George to lunch. For dinner Donald Angus & Saul before we go to George Haynes 
(Negro pianist)  
Love. Carlo 
Dec 21. 54 
 
MUA_KJP_00212back 

 

 
[Postmarked 21 December 1954] 
Dear Karlo, Thanks for the clippings. The views of Mr. Sebree's play seem pretty unanimous, 
and so do opinions about Eartha K. but George Jean Nathan loathes her. Saw some pictures of 
Ruth St. Denis yesterday at a friend's house & go today to Namara's party for Mary Garden.  
Love, Carlo 
 
MUA_KJP_00220back 

 
 

 
[Postmarked 22 December 1954] 
Dear Karlo, 
No Mr. Dizzy yet. I saw the Gate of Hell again last night & I lunch with Elwyn and George today. 
Love, Carlo 
 
MUA_KJP_00734back 

 
 

 
Dear Karlo, 
These poor whooping cranes! thanks for more news on Eartha. Last night some of us heard 
Eugene Haynes & he was pretty bad. But I hear that The House of Flowers hasn't been spoiled. 
We go next Saturday. 
Love & Happy New Year! You should have two packages. 
Carlo 
Dec 23 '54 
 
MUA_KJP_00735back 
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[Postmarked 27 December 1954] 
Dear Karlo, 
Geoffrey Holder sings & well. the Sat review is quite enthusiastic about his Calypso record 
(Riverside RIP 4004) This is [two words illegible] just spoke of & then couldn't find the 
Reference. I have ordered it. Last night I saw John Steinbeck & Robert Anderson & enjoyed 
Romeo & Juliet. I shall stay indoors on Tuesday. 
Love, Carlo 
Dec. 25, 1954 
PTO is Clayton Corbin 
 
MUA_KJP_00736back 

 

 
[Postmarked 27 December 1954] 
PTO is Clayton Corbin 
Dear Karlo 
Clayton Corbin again: PTO! What a lamb. In the darkroom today. Printing Faulkner 
(magnificent!) I hope some of your presents arrive. My principal present (the most loved) is a 
Mexican rooster tin with a red comb and a green glass eye. 
L. to you dear Karlo from Carlo 
Dec 26 1954 
 
MUA_KJP_00733back 

 
[Postmarked 9 March 1955] 
Dear Karlo, 
PTO is of course Mattiwilda Dobbs, the great singer who opens next season the San Francisco 
opera house in Le Coq d'Or. 
L. Carlo 
Wednesday 
 
MUA_KJP_00556back 

 
[Postmarked 10 March 1955] 
Dear Karlo, 
PTO is Mattiwilda Dobbs. There is plenty to write about but hardly time to write it. I learn now 
that Yale will give a big show about me about the 17 of June. Better come! 
Love, Carlo 
Feb. 10 '55 
 
MUA_KJP_00554back 
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Dear Karlo, 
The enclosures are the beautiful Mattiwilda Dobbs! She sings here again on Monday, while you 
are bird hunting. I have been so occupied I couldn't write to anybody! And I have some 
important business letters to write. Tonight Markova is coming to dinner. We saw her in Orfeo 
again last night. 
Love, Carlo 
Mch 12 '55 
 
MUA_KJP_00555back 
 
 

 
[Postmarked 14 March 1955] 
Dear Karlo, 
Last night I met Margaret Freeman who is much more beautiful than her photographs & who 
says I may photograph her. Tonight, Mattiwilda Dobbs. 
L. Carlo 
 
MUA_KJP_00562back 

 
 

 
[15 March 1955?] 
Dear Karlo, 
Mattiwilda last night was sensational & she's the queen of them all! A very brilliant singer. 
Aileen was so disturbed she began to cry. Something I have never seen her do before! 
L. Carlo 
Tuesday 
 
MUA_KJP_00560back 
 

 

 
[Postmarked 21 March 1955] 
Dear Karlo, 
PTO is Robert McFerrin, the second Negro to sing at the Metropolitan Opera. We gave a very 
large party yesterday. I'll tell you about it in time. 
L, Carlo 
 
MUA_KJP_00638back 
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March 26 [1955] 
Dear Karlo, 
At least one copy of Carl Van Vechten & The Twenties has arrived and I hope more will come on 
Monday. You will receive a copy soon, tho' the publication date is May 5 
Love, Carlo 
 
MUA_KJP_00643back 
 

 

 
[Postmarked 28 March 1955] 
Dear Karlo, 
House of Flowers was terrific viewed the second time & Pearl's new song, I'm an Indoor Girl, 
stopped the show but she was too sick to see us after the show, & [word illegible] we saw every 
one else. 
 
MUA_KJP_00641back 
 

 

 
[Postmarked 28 March 1955] 
Robert McFerrin[,] second Negro to sing at the Metropolitan. 
Dear Karlo, 
What about our Negroes. Yesterday I heard Adele Addison give a very lovely performance of 
Boheme at the City Center. 
L, Carlo 
 
MUA_KJP_00637back 
 
 

 

 
[Postmarked 28 March 1955] 
Dear Karlo, 
The latest is that Fisk University will give me a Doctors degree in May on account of my 
advancing years[?] 
L, Carlo 
 
MUA_KJP_00639back 
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[30 March 1955?] 
Dear Mr. Priebe, Sir! 
The Book went to you yesterday. Today I am sending out some more[?]. I also developed 2 
pictures, and I'll be a busy man this year from this date on! 
L, Carlo 
Mch 30 Thanks for your handsome cards 
 
MUA_KJP_00636back 

 

 
This is Carmen de Lavallade in House of Flowers, and about to marry Geoffrey Holder.  
Dear Karlo,  The book is on its way to you. Spring is here too. The trees are bursting out rapidly. 
No new [honors?] today! But there maybe tomorrow! I have seat for Cat at long last for April 
15.  
L, Carlo 
April 1 1955 
3 wonderful cards from you today. Love to Franko for his birthday! 
 
MUA_KJP_00308back 

 

 
[Postmarked 4 April 1955] 
Dear Karlo, I dislike repetition: you thrive on it. So you can have the circus which I got through 
with about 1869. Had dinner with Alvin Ailey last night, a delightful young man, one of the 
principal dancers in House of Flowers, where Carmen de Lavallade (PTO) [belongs?]. In [Just?] 
they dance together.  
Love, Carlo  
April 4, 1955 
 
MUA_KJP_00309back 

 

 
[Postmarked 4 April 1955] 
Dear Karlo, 
You should have my book by now, please. Please turn over is Carmen de Lavallade & Geoffrey 
Holder. 
Love 
Carlo 
April 3, 1955 
 
MUA_KJP_00222back 
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April 5, 1955 
Dear Karlo, Sorry, sorry about Franko. Thanks for your cards & especially for your show 
catalogue. Think of it: Everything [booked?]. It must be a pretty show. Here is a hobbies 
swanstory. Glad you like the BOOK.  
Love, Carlo 
 
MUA_KJP_00310back 

 
 

 
[Postmarked 6 April 1955] 
How swell is that picture of Mr. [word illegible] (or is it Matthews!) When do I get a crack at 
taking his picture? I've been printing Diahann Caroll all morning, and not done yet! 
Love, Carlo 
April 6, 1955 
 
MUA_KJP_00498back 
 

 

 
[Postmarked 8 April 1955] 
Dear Karlo[,] 
You can read about (PTO) Carmen de Lavallade in Our World for May. She is on the cover. 
Photographing Adele Addison today. 
L. Carlo 
 
MUA_KJP_00496back 
 

 
 

 
[1955?] 
²ƘŀϥŘȅŀ ƳŜŀƴΚ ²Ƙƻ ƛǎ DŜƻŦŦǊŜȅ IƻƭŘŜǊΚ ²Ƙƻ ƛƴŘŜŜŘΦ L ǎŀǿ .Ŝƴ DŀȊȊŀǊŀ ŀǘ ƭǳƴŎƘ ŀǘ {ŀǊŘƛΩǎ ƻƴ 
Sat. & yesterday in the country was divine & a big lunch with champagne & [ham?]. Tonight I 
dine with Marie Doro & I work all day. 
L, Carlo 
April 11 
 
MUA_KJP_00223back 
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[Postmarked 12 April 1955] 
Dear Karlo, 
New Diahann Carroll begins today. Markova after the Ballet Theatre. Our World editor came to 
see me yesterday. He wants to publish several pages of my photographs. Also I saw Maurice 
Grosser's show yesterday. 
L, Carlo 
 
MUA_KJP_00124back 

 
 

 
[Postmarked 13 April 1955] 
Dear Karlo, 
Here we have Diahann Carroll! I am fluttering around the income tax and reading proofs on the 
Bibliography.  
Love, Carlo 
 
MUA_KJP_00125back 
 
 

 
[Postmarked 14 April 1955] 
Dear Karlo! 
Working on proofs of the next book. The weather is frightful[.] But tomorrow excitements begin 
in earnest & carry on for a week. What a wild life I lead.  
Love, Carlo 
April 14.55 
 
MUA_KJP_00126back 
 
 

 
[Postmarked 15 April 1955] 
Dear Karlo, 
The Indian show at the Museum of Modern Art is incredibly beautiful. Cat tonight! A dinner 
here tomorrow[.] Sunday the Ballet. Monday a big party for the Ballet. 
Love, Carlo 
 
MUA_KJP_00127back 
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[17 April 1955] 
 
Dear Karlo, 
It has turned COLD again. The dinner last night was a success. Tonight we dine with the 
[Peifers?] & go to the Ballet [word illegible] a party for the Ballet. 
 
MUA_KJP_00128back 
 

 
[April 1955?] 
Dear Karlo, 
This is quite a bird story. More & more frequently I hear that Miss Bailey is really getting the Big 
Head. Tonight is the night of the Big Party. I wish you were here. PTO is still Diahann Carroll who 
should be here tonight. 
Love to you 
Carlo 
 
MUA_KJP_00133back 
 
 

 
[Postmarked 22 April 1955] 
Dear Frank- 
Out to Katie's - more trouble there. See you later. The reverse is Geoffrey Holder's fiancee - 
Carmen De Lavallade. Alright then.  
L, K 
4.22.55 
 
MUA_KJP_00311back 
 

 

 
[Postmarked 22 April 1955] 
The weather is fine. dear Karlo, 
Ed Hewitt is raving about Elwyn's new picture, Celebration. Saw Markova in her greatest Giselle 
last night. 
Love Carlo 
April 21. 
 
MUA_KJP_00129back 
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[Postmarked 23 April 1955] 
Dear Karlo, 
Mildred Dunnock just telephoned[.] She is coming to be photographed at 11 AM tomorrow. 
Atlanta University is giving me a show in honor of my senility. 
Carlo 
Thanks for cards. 
April 22.55 
 
MUA_KJP_00130back 

 

 
[Postmarked 25 April 1955] 
Dear Karlo, 
The party last night - my party was a sensation. Bill Warfield came. Everybody came. I am a 
wreck today [.] 
L, Carlo 
April 25- 
 
MUA_KJP_00135back 
 

 

 
[April 1955] 
Dear Karlo, I would like to see your pure white house. at the party Sunday night [incl?] was 
Warfield, Rawn Spearman & wife. Angus, Aileen, Saul[,] Diahann Carroll & fiance, Geoffrey 
Holder, Carmen de Lavallade & Alvin Ailey, Ruth Ford & Zachary Scott, Leif Argo.  
L, Carlo   
 
MUA_KJP_00139back 
 

 

 
[Postmarked 27 April 1955] 
Dear Karlo, certainly I'd like to photograph Townley if it can be arranged. Ask him to call me EW 
2-8748 (in the morning if possible.) Pheonix Theatre tonight. Ballet again tomorrow. I am 
cracking up! 
L. Carlo 
April 27 
 
MUA_KJP_00136back 
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[28 April 1955] 
Please look at what we have around here, dear Karlo! -The new Pheonix show is wonderful & 
Nancy Wallace is fabulous. Today I'm going to Constance Collier's funeral & to Tudor night at 
the Ballet.  
L, Carlo 
Tell Townley to telephone. 
April 28. 
 
MUA_KJP_00137back 

 

 
[30 April 1955] 
Dear Karlo, I saw Hugh Townley's work yesterday (it is in the Penthouse where only members 
can go) & I hope he will not be wooden too! I knew Lady Meade & a verse about her [current?] 
some 25 years ago. Last night at The Ballet (Tudor night) Was sensational, so are you! 
L. Carlo 
April 30 
Your note about your mother just arrived[.] 
Very, very sorry! 
 
MUA_KJP_00138back 

 

 
[Postmarked 4 May 1955] 
Dear Karlo, 
This is Alvin Ailey who is coming in today. He is a darling. Clayton Corbin & Robert Curtis coming 
too. Last night we had Antony Tudor & friends for dinner Tuesday. 
L. Carlo 
 
MUA_KJP_00005back 

 

 
[Postmarked 5 May 1955] 
Dear Karlo,  
4 splendid pc from you today. The weather is 84. I may go to Martha Grahams tonight. PTO is 
still Alvin Ailey[.] There's a wonderful new book about [Gericault?]. 
Love, Carlo 
May 5, 1955 
 
MUA_KJP_00012back 

 

http://digitalmarquette.cdmhost.com/u?/p128701coll2,558
http://digitalmarquette.cdmhost.com/u?/p128701coll2,516
http://digitalmarquette.cdmhost.com/u?/p128701coll2,153
http://digitalmarquette.cdmhost.com/u?/p128701coll2,141


 

 

94 

 

 
[Postmarked 5 May 1955] 
Dear Karlo,  
No Hugh Townley yet. But two handsome cards from you. Today I am trying to find some lost 
photographs in printing Markova in Orfeo. 
L. Carlo 
 
MUA_KJP_00006back 
 

 

 
Dear Karlo.  
The Wisconsin cheese was eaten with pears this AM! What a feast! PTO is as usual Alvin Ailey. 
You write "one of these days you must photograph Dizzy." Whose fault is it that I haven't 
already? Today I am seeing Pheonix 55 for the second time & lunching at [ǳŎƘƻǿΩǎ (german)[.] 
Tonight I dine at the Russian Tea Room & hear Leontyne Price at the Metropolitan Museum [.] 
The weather is heavenly. 
L, Carlo 
May 7 
 
MUA_KJP_00013back 

 
 

 
[Postmarked 16 May 1955] 
L, Carlo 
May 16, 1955 
Dear Karlo[,] Congratulations to you re Nighthawks. Today I am working in the darkroom. 
Tomorrow I photograph Robert Cohan, and I have other tricks in view.  
Had some more of your cheese yesterday! UM! 
 
MUA_KJP_00016back 
 

 

 
[Postmarked 16 May 1955] 
Gilda Gray is in town & called me yesterday!  
L Carlo 
May 16 1955 
 
MUA_KJP_00008back 
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[Postmarked 18 May 1955] 
Yesterday I photographed the handsome Robert Cohan, Martha Graham's partner, in several 
costumes. Today I spent clearing up debris. Markova sails.  
L, Carlo May 18      
 
MUA_KJP_00009back 

 
 

 
Dear Karlo,  
PTO is also Alvin Ailey. Yesterday I saw & heard Sammy Davis Jr. a remarkable artist for the third 
time. I also met him & watched him sign autographs for an hour[.] I was deeply impressed & I 
invited him to be photographed but at the moment the poor man has no time[.] He hopes he'll 
have more in the fall. Saw Sugar Ray R. at the Harlem Theatre where this occurred.  
L, Carlo 
May 22, 1955 
 
MUA_KJP_00014back 
 

 

 
[Postmarked 7 June 1955] 
Dear Karlo, 
My show at the NY Public Library opens June 14 (10-5)[.] There will be a private showing on 
June 13. I wish you could be here. Maybe you can come before it is over, as it will be on all 
summer. The Yale show opens June 22. 
 
MUA_KJP_00001back 
 

 

 
[Postmarked 8 June 1955] 
Dear Karlo, 
What a very pretty pic of Ed M "veloping."[?] When do I photograph him? Chester Hines came 
to see me last night. We had Garlic ice cream & Bahamian cream (Burnt sugar). Tonight I dine 
with Florence Reed. 
L. Carlo 
 
MUA_KJP_00489back 
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[Postmarked 5 October 1955] 
Dear Karlo, 
It is kind of you to encourage Dizzie to call again, but he won't. Bandmen have no sense of 
responsibility or of time. They live a life entirely based in the present. If we make an 
engagement he will probably break it. Was Ella at the dinner? She might [have?] helped. She 
has been photographed. 
L, Carlo 
Oct 5. 
 
MUA_KJP_00226back 

 

 
[1955?] 
[Postmark illegible] 
Dear Karlo, 
The steady rain [fall?] keeps me away from New Haven. [Word illegible] has and been 
condemned by God to become an Island, Chris Isherwood is here on his way to Rome but I can't 
see him. 
L, Carlo 
Oct 17. 
 
MUA_KJP_00224back 
 

 
[Postmarked 21 October 1955] 
Dear Karlo, 
In the Castle of My Skin is a fine book which you will love. Lamming's second book is not so 
good[.] Saw Antonio again last night & swooned with pleasure. What a great dancer! 
Love, Carlo 
 
MUA_KJP_00495back 

 

 
[Postmarked 23 October 1955] 
Dear Karlo, 
My old friend Killer Joe whom I haven't heard from since Canteen days called up today. He is 
now the principal [word illegible] of the mambo & even has pupils in Texas[.] 
L. Carlo 
Oct 22 
 
MUA_KJP_00494back 
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[Postmarked 23 October 1955] 
Dear Sir, 
Let me introduce you to Miss Nora Holt. Not a peep from Mr. Wilde. Apparently you do not 
frighten your friends or else your enthusiasm about me is on the shy side[.] 
L, Cc 
 
MUA_KJP_00254back 

 

 
[Postmarked 24 October 1955] 
Dear Karlo, 
Our anniversary dinner at the Valois was sensational with Aileen & Saul & Donald Angus[.] Later 
we watched Noel Coward & Mary Martin on TV. Awful! 
Love, Carlo 
 
MUA_KJP_00255back 

 
 

 
[30 October 1955] 
Dear Karlo, Here are a lot of whooping cranes including Elwyne and Diahann Carroll. Today I go 
to hear Ruth St. Denis lecture & to a very fine spanish restaurant. It is raining & my [word 
illegible] all over.  
L. Carlo 
Oct 30. 
 
MUA_KJP_00141back 
 

 

 
[1955] 
Dear Karlo, 
Josephine Premice at Geoffrey Holder's wedding. Nov 2 and NO Dizzy. But yesterday I 
photographed my old friend Lawrence C. Jones of Piney Woods School, Miss. 
L, Carlo  
Nov 2 
Wed. 
I am going to Philadelphia tomorrow to see the Toulouse Lautrec show. 
 
MUA_KJP_00665back 
 

 

http://digitalmarquette.cdmhost.com/u?/p128701coll2,1596
http://digitalmarquette.cdmhost.com/u?/p128701coll2,1599
http://digitalmarquette.cdmhost.com/u?/p128701coll2,510
http://digitalmarquette.cdmhost.com/u?/p128701coll2,2202


 

 

98 

 

 
[Postmarked 8 November 1955] 
Dear Karlo, 
It is really your fault about confusing the dates of Mr. Gillespie. You said he would be here on 
Nov 1 & would call shortly after. 
L, Carlo 
PTO is Charles Blackwell of the [word illegible] Co. 
 
MUA_KJP_00513back 

 

 
[Postmarked 8 November 1955] 
Dear Karlo, 
Thanks for the info about Mr. Stamm[?]. Grace Stone, one of his old friends, says he once was 
an officer on a warship with Capt. Ellis Stone. He added us to a party to which we couldn't go. 
L. Carlo 
Charles Blackwell encore. 
Monday 
 
MUA_KJP_00518back 
 

 
[Postmarked 8 November 1955] 
Dear Karlo, 
No Dizzy yet. Frequently the phone doesn't answer because there is no one here. Perhaps you 
should have asked him to write me when he might have given me his telephone & the right to 
call him, but night club band artists are as uncertain as the wind. 
L, Carlo 
 
MUA_KJP_00514back 
 

 

 
[Postmarked 12 November 1955] 
Nov 11 '55 
Dear Karlo, 
The Ides of Nov 11 have come & gone but no Dizzy. Perhaps he will call tomorrow or next day 
or some other day. 
L. Carlo 
 
MUA_KJP_00515back 
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Dear Karlo, 
Trouble in Mind is the best Negro play I have seen. Certainly the most amusing. The kids both 
[word illegible] unmercifully. The author is Negro. I'll be glad to see Dizzy Gillespie if he ever 
turns up but I doubt if he does. It's been a long time since he was promised first. I did not see 
John Wilde's show. 
L. Carlo 
Nov 9 '55 
 
MUA_KJP_00517back 

 

 
[Postmarked 20 November 1955] 
Dear Karlo, 
PTO is Langston Hughes at the Stage Door Canteen. No word from Dizzy. It doesn't surprise me. 
Negro performers are notoriously unreliable. & when they come somebody usually brings 
them! still, as a good friend of yours? 
L, Carlo 
Nov. 19 
 
MUA_KJP_00271back 

 

 
[Postmarked 20 December 1955] 
Dear Karlo,  
Your handsome Xmas card came today, thank you! PTO is Laurence Jones of the Piney Woods 
country life school, Miss. Saw The Wonderful Tiger at the Gates last night. 
L, Carlo 
Dec. 19, '55 
 
MUA_KJP_00610back 

 
[Postmarked 22 December 1955] 
Dear Karlo, 
Arthur Mitchell of House of Flowers & NY City Ballet came to be photographed yesterday. He is 
a wise boy & I was much taken with him. Also Michael Wagner[?] Tonight Markova in The 
Merry Widow. 
Love, Carlo 
Dec 21 
PTO is Peter Abrahams 
 
MUA_KJP_00507back 
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[Postmarked 24 December 1955] 
Dear Karlo, 
Your package is here, but like you I open nothing till Christmas a[.]m[.].  Seeing Markova in The 
Merry Widow again. I am mad for that piece. 
L. Carlo 
 
MUA_KJP_00505back 

 

 
[Postmarked 26 December 1955] 
Dec 25 
Dear Karlo, 
The Greek Montage is a sensation and I am very grateful. It is very tricky and intricate & 
splendid & so are you! 
L. Carlo 
 
MUA_KJP_00506back 

 

 
[December 1955?] 
 
Dear Karl, 
Markova in The Merry Widow is tops. Sensational. The Gillespies have sent me a second[?] 
card. PTO is Peter Abrahams. NY City Ballet tonight. 
L. Carlo 
 
MUA_KJP_00503back 

 
[1955?] 
Mr. and Mrs. Geoffrey Holder & one of the brides maids, Elaine de Lavallade at the wedding in 
Westport, June 26, 55 
 
MUA_KJP_00225back 

 
[1955] 
Dear Karlo,  
PTO is Diahann Carroll, Saul Mauriber & [word illegible] de Lavallade at Carmen's wedding in 
Westport. No mystery about The Dodger Buttons, dear Karlo. They sold them. John Wilde has 
not called. You do not seem to hypnotize your friends. 
 
MUA_KJP_00140back 
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[Postmarked 2 January 1956] 
"Under separate cover" 
Dear Karlo,  
I am sending you some of the very rare Pollock[?] prints, mady for Toy Theatres in Victorian 
days. Also I'm sending you a happy new year! 
L, Carlo 
Jan 2 
 
MUA_KJP_00608back 

 

 
[Postmarked 3 January 1956] 
Dear Karlo,  
The Warfield party was a disappointment but Leo Lerman's[?] had its moments. Marlene came 
with Maria Riva's two boys & played the grandmother. PTO is Laurence Jones of the Piney 
Woods school in Mississippi. 
Love and excitement 
Carlo 
Jan 2, 1956 
 
MUA_KJP_00609back 

 

 
[Postmarked 4 January 1956] 
PTO, Dear Karlo Laurence Jones again. I loved Mr. Capri Mulzetaca[.] Dizzy wrote me he was 
dying to see his color pictures & promised to call Monday, but didn't[.] What[?] a Boy! 
L, Carlo 
 
MUA_KJP_00607back 

 

 
[Postmarked 5 January 1956] 
Dear Karlo, 
I might easily[?] want to photograph Nancy Coleman but it must be later. I am six reels behind 
in printing & more in developing and this afternoon I expect Carol Channing which will be a 
session. 
L. Carlo 
 
MUA_KJP_00504back 
 

 

http://digitalmarquette.cdmhost.com/u?/p128701coll2,2097
http://digitalmarquette.cdmhost.com/u?/p128701coll2,2091
http://digitalmarquette.cdmhost.com/u?/p128701coll2,2100
http://digitalmarquette.cdmhost.com/u?/p128701coll2,96


 

 

102 

 

 
[2 February 1956?] 
Josephine Premice at the Holder wedding. 
Dear Karlo, 
I have definitely decided against any more attendances at Saddler's Wells, those dull British 
rockettes. My first step was to bread an engagement to go on Wednesday. 
L, Carlo 
Feb[?] 2 
 
MUA_KJP_00664back 
 

 

 
[Postmarked 20 February 1956] 
Dear Karlo, 
Here is Dizzy at long last, but I am still 4 reels behind. Besides scores of other chores pounding 
at my gates. It is a fine day. 
L, Carlo 
 
MUA_KJP_00176back 
 

 

 
[Postmarked 21 February 1956] 
Dear Karlo, The story of Dizzy's theft (of his horn & her [coats?]) is [broken?] & the thieves 
arrested. Tonight Ruth Ford in Strindberg. A party for Herbert Kubly tomorrow.  
L, To You, dear Sir.  
Tuesday 
 
MUA_KJP_00166back 
 

 

 
[Postmarked 23 February 1956] 
Dear Karlo,  
I hope you know all about the gillespie robbery. I know something about this, but I haven't seen 
a clipping, 
L. Carlo 
Feb 22. 
 
MUA_KJP_00167back 
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[Postmarked 23 February 1956] 
Feb 23 
Dear Karlo,  
Kubly dined with me last night. He is most amusing & I like him a lot. We talked a great deal 
about [you?]. 
L. Carlo 
 
MUA_KJP_00169back 

 

 
[Postmarked 25 February 1956] 
Dear Karlo, 
Eventually I'll come out to photograph Pauli - Pourquoi pas? I am planning to go to New Haven 
to see Earle Hyman & Jos. Premice in Mr. Johnson but this depends on ώ9YŜȅǎŀΩǎΚϐ ability to get 
seats. 
L, Carlo 
 
MUA_KJP_00177back 

 

 
[Postmarked 27 February 1956] 
Dear Karlo, 
The Gillespie home was robbed; his horn & all her furs & jewels were taken. As you know his 
home was unique & while it was advertised for sale, they easily [scooped?] up the robbers & 
the loot. Dizzy has not yet seen his color pictures [.] He [wrote?] me the next week in Jan. that 
he would come in "tomorrow" - not a word since. 
L, Carlo 
Thanks for the gorgeous cards. 
 
MUA_KJP_00173back 

 

 
[Postmarked 27 February 1956] 
Dear Karlo, 
I'm delighted you like the Dizzys. I've finished YǳōƭȅΩǎ fascinating book & given him your 
messages. I'm afraid this is the end of Lady Day. 
L, Carlo 
 
MUA_KJP_00174back 
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[Postmarked 27 February 1956] 
Dear Karlo. Why don't you tell me about the famous twins in case Nik doesn't? I'll be printing 
his pictures when I am done with packing material for Yale & Fisk, an endless job. So long 
Carlo 
 
MUA_KJP_00170back 

 

 
[Postmarked 28 February 1956] 
Dear Karlo, 
Thanks for your fine cards. I am working on material for Yale & Fisk. It goes today. But it will 
take me awhile to get organized.  
L, Carlo 
No word from Dizzy[.] 
 
MUA_KJP_00171back 

 
[Postmarked ? February 1956] 
Dear Karlo, 
Of course you like the Dizzys. and I'll ask Nik Kubly about the twins when I see him next. Of 
ŎƻǳǊǎŜ L ƪƴŜǿ ȅƻǳ ǿŜǊŜ ώǿƻǊŘ ƛƭƭŜƎƛōƭŜϐΦ ¢ƘŜ ¢h²b ƛǎ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ aŀǘǘƛǿƛƭŘŀΩǎ ŜƴƎŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ŀǘ 
the Met. 
L, Carlo 
 
MUA_KJP_00172back 

 
[Postmarked ? February 1956] 
Dear Karlo 
Yesterday at Sardi's a lady at a nearby table gave me (by a Captain) a fan note but it was 
addressed to "my dear Mr. Sandburg."  
L Carlo 
 
MUA_KJP_00168back 

 
[Postmarked 5 March 1956] 
Dear Karlo, you ask if I saw Miss Bankhead: I didn't but FM did & on the whole was enthusiastic. 
Nor did I go to the [Graham?] show. I am now relieving tensions madly in many directions & 
hoping for some well-earned leisure.  
L, Carlo 
 
MUA_KJP_00349back 
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[Postmarked 11 March 1956] 
Dear Karlo, of course I knew Caresse Crosby. Well, what ever are you doing in Texas! I had quite 
a success at the Capezio awards luncheon.  
L, Carlo 
Mch 10 
 
MUA_KJP_00351back 
 

 

 
[Postmarked 11 March 1956] 
Dear Karlo, 
I am gradually emerging from under. I hear Earle Hyman is sensational in Mr. Johnson. I think 
Herbert Winston[?] comes from Wisconsin & just wrote me from there. 
L. Carlo 
 
MUA_KJP_00500back 
 

 

 
[Postmarked 12 March 1956] 
Dear Karlo, 
Mozart's Requiem today with Brend Walker conducting & Bill Warfield (great) as one of the 
soloists[.] Leontyne Price tells me she is going to India sponsored by the USA. 
L, Carlo 
 
MUA_KJP_00353back 
 

 

 
[19 March 1956?] 
Arthur Mitchell 
Dear Karlo, 
What are you doing in Texas? You must tell me if you are painting cowboys or birds or negroes. 
We are having the worst kind of blizzard, but I hope it will be over tomorrow.  
Love to you, sir & mister, 
Carlo 
Mch 19 
 
MUA_KJP_00501back 
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[Postmarked 30 April 1956] 
Dear Karlo, 
PTO is William Demby also has gone back to Rome. Earle Hyman who is a sensational actor is 
coming to be photographed as Mr. Johnson today. 
L. Carlo 
April 30 1956 
I am not afraid of snakes, gate! 
 
MUA_KJP_00552back 

 

 
[Postmarked 19 May 1956] 
Dear Karlo, 
PTO is Earle Hyman in Mr. Johnson. Why do you say you are sorry I missed Lil Green? I haven't 
had time to glance in the [Birding?] book yet. But later I will[.] 
L, Carlo 
 
MUA_KJP_00284back 
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